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Just look at them! Who will win the arm- wrestle ? 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 


China Emphasizes Human Rights 


© Since the founding of New China, great efforts have been 
made by the Chinese government to guarantee and promote 
human rights. These include strengthening the legal system, 
improving the people’s living standards, implementing family 
planning, promoting minority rights, protecting religious be- 
liefs, safeguarding civil rights as well as participating in inter- 
national human rights activities (p. 12). 


China Concerned Over Gulf War 


0 China has shown grave concern over the Gulf situation since 
war broke out there. The Chinese government strongly appeals 
to all parties involved to exercise restraint so as to prevent 
escalation of the confrontation, and pledges to continue work- 
ing with the international community in search for a peaceful 
settlement to the crisis. On the world arena, reaction to the war 
ranges from support, disapproval to sadness over the US-led 
multi-national attack against Iraq (pp. 4 and 7). 


Vice-Minister on Grain Production 


O China’s vice-minister of agriculture told a Beijing Review 
reporter that China harvested 420 million tons of grain in 
1990, about 15 million tons more than the previous year. The 
government has decided to establish a grain storage system to 
accommodate the rich harvest, and set the target for an annual 
eutput of 500 million tons of grain by 2000 (p. 17). 


Mainiand-Taiwan Trade: An Assessment 


O Trade between the mainland and Taiwan from 1979 and 
1989 amounted to 11.8 billion yuan and, by the end of June 
1990, Taiwan investment in the mainland totalled US$1.5 
billion. The development of trade has helped improve 
mainland-Taiwan relations and-offers hope for China’s peace- 
ful reunification (p. 22). : 


Japan: For a Comprehensive Role 


O Not content with its role as a big economic power, Japan is 
seeking to become a political force and play a more important 
role-in the world. Evidence of this is displayed in Japan’s 
diplomatic and military policies and its > influence on world 
affairs (p. 9). 
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EVENTS / TRENDS 


China’s Position on Gulf War 


he Chinese government 

T expressed “deen anviely 

concer over the 

sulf wor that broke out on the 
morning of January 17, 

In the small hours of Janu- 
ary 17, the United States sent 
direrafl to atlack some regions 
of Iraq and Kuwait. The war 
that the international com- 
munity had striven to avert 
and the world people would 
not like to see finally broke 
out. The Chinese, government 
expresses deep anxiciy and 
concern over this, according 
lo a spokesman of Chinese 
Forcign Ministry in Beijing 
on January 17. 

The spokesman said since 
the beginning of the Gulf cris- 
is. the Chinese vovernment 
has clearly scaled iis opposi- 
tion to Fraq’s invasion and oc- 
cupation of Kuwait by force 
and demanded that [rag with- 


4 
sayy 
and 


‘diately and unconditionalls 


and that the independence. 
sovereignty. territorial tategr- 
ity and legitimate government 
of Kuwait be restored and res- 
pected. 

Meanwhile, China advo- 
cates that efforts should be 
made for a peaceful solution 
to the Gulf crisis by political 
and diplomatic means, and 
China has made the greatest 


. possible efforts towards that 


goal together with the interna- 
tional community. 
At this critical moment, he 


said, the Chinese government 


strongly appeals to the war- 
ring sides to exercise max- 
imum restraints and to prev- 


| ent the war from spilling over 


and expanding, so as to allow 
the international community 
to take emergency measures 
in a continued search for the 


» means and ways of a peaceful 


solution to the conflict.  ] 


- “If the war continues, its con- 


draw fram Kuwait imme- | 
China Concerned 


Over Gulf War 


remicr Li Peng has called 
P for the greatest restraint of 
all parties to prevent esca- 
lation and expansion of the Gulf 
War. 
The international community, 


: sequences 


will be extremely 


' grave,” he said. 


including China, had strived for 


a peaceful solution to the Gulf 
crisis so as to avoid war, he said 


ina January 19 meeting with 


a delegation of young Japanese 
Dict members of the Liberal De- 
mocratic Party. , 
Regrettably, Li said, all efforts 
failed and war finally broke out. 
“We feel profoundly anxious and 
concerned about this,” he added. 
be Sand sat 


op independent of peopie’s will. 


lations offen devel- 


At stake are lives and property 
of many innocent civilians, and 
the destruction of oil fields in the 
Gulf would greatly affect the in- 
ternational economy. 

Theretore, the premier said, 
“the Chinese government and 
people strongly appeal to all par- 
ties concerned to exercise great 
restraint to prevent the escala- 
tion and expansion of war, so as 
to protect the people of the Mid- 
dle East countries from a greater 
catastrophe and provide oppor- 
tunities and favourable con- 


_ ditions for the international com- 


munity to continue its search for 
a peaceful settlement to the con- 
flict.” 

Since the first day of the Gulf 


erists, Li said, the Chinese gov- 
ernment has clearly stated its op- 
position to Traq’s military inva- 
sion and occupation of Kuwait, 
calling on Prag to unconditional- 
ly withdraw all dis troaps fram 
Kuvan and 

pendence, soversigniy, territorial 
integrity Gnd legitimate vovern- 
ment of Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, Ching advocates 
greater efforts be made to peace- 
fully resolve the Gulf crisis 
through political means and di- 
plomatic channels. He said that 


restore bite rides 


| “this position of the Chinese gov- 
— ernment has been consistent aad 


clear-cut.” * 

Now, Li said, “together with 
the rest of the international com- 
munity, we will continue our ef- 
farts In seeking a peaceful settle- 
ment to the crisis.” 

Commenting on Traq’s first 
missile attack against Isract, 
a Chinese Foreign Ministrs 
spokesman said on January JS 
that China is “extremely con- 
cerned about further expansion 


Sof the war in the Gulf region.” 


People in Beiting from all 
walks of tife also showed their 


; concern over the Gulf situation, 
| Which has become an important 
: topic in their dathy life. 


“The nearly six-month-long 


| Gulf crisis and the ongoing war 


will no doubt have an impact on 
the international economy.” said 
Professor Tang Baocai from the 
Institute of West Asian und Af- 
rican Studics under the Chinese 


Academy of Social Sciences. The 


most direct one will, of course, 
be the supply of crude oil, Tang 
noted. 

An entrepreneur doing bus- 
iness in the cupital said, “We 


| Chinese people do not like war, 


because it brings disaster and 
sutfering. It is not necessary to 


/ solve a crisis by means of war.” 
_ He also said that Iraq’s invasion 


of Kuwait should be condemned, 


1 and that it’s time for the Traqi 


government toa consider the si- 


tuation cainity and from the 
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viewpoint of what will benefit 
the Iraqi people. 

College students in Beijing 
preparing for their end-of-term 
examinations are following the 
Gulf situation closely. 

At the International Relations 
Institute, a student said, “War is 
never a good thing—just think 
about the number of families 
that will suffer from the misfor- 
tunes it brings.” 

An official of the China Coun- 
cil for the Promotion of Interna- 
tional Trade said that war cannot 
solve the crisis and people should 
not abandon efforts to achieve a 
peaceful settlement. | 


China, Romania 
Keep the Ties Close 


t was January 15. Most state 
iT leaders of the world were 


i 


| Romanian President Ion Iliescu’s visit is “a new starting-point” for Sino- Romanian 


: ties, says Chinese President Yang Shangkun. Like 


supposed to stay in their off- | 


ices, Wailing in suspense for the 
UN-mandated deadline for Iraqi 
pullout from Kuwait to expire, 


and preparing to respond to the » gt oC 
- tacts and mutual visits exhibited 


: the stable bilateral relations bew- - 
' ccuntries, Who have reportedly 
' been making political overtures 


latest development in the Gulf. 
Romanian President Ion Ilies- 
cu, however, was several thou- 
sand miles away from home. The 
fact that he paid an official vis- 
it to Beijing during this crucial 
span of January 14-16 indicated 
how much his country values its 
traditional ties with China. 
Iliescu’s visit, originally sched- 
uled for six days, had been cut in 
half due to the explosive situa- 
tion in the Gulf. As a result, the 
visiting president had to give up 
his planned tour of the southern 
coastal special economic zones, 
which the Romanian leader said 
he “was very keen about.” 
China and Romania have been 
good friends since diplomatic 
ties were established on October 
5, 1949, four days after the 
founding of the People’s Republ- 
ic of China. Romania was the 
only East European country free 
from ideological friction with 
China during the past four de- 
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cades. Romania played an impor- 
tant role in normalization of the 
Sino-US and Sino-Soviet rela- 
tions. Frequent high-level con- 


een China and Romania. 
Iliescu is the first head of an 


European state to visit China | 


since the June 4th Incident of 
1989 in Beijing, and since the 
dramatic changes took place in 
East Europe the same year. 
Chinese Premier Li Peng, 
while meeting with the Ro- 


i mania a 


JLANSHENG 


ievy saving Romania had turned 
down TPaiwan’s proposal for of fie 
cial contacts. In this regard. the 
Romanian president stands in 
sharp contrasts with a few poli- 
licians in other East European 


te. the Taiwan authorities. 
Iliescu also told the press that 

China had promised to grant Ro- 

loan of 100° million 


/ yuan, mainly in the form of agri- 


manian leader, described Sino- | 


Press Ethics: 


Romanian ties as “very good,” 
and “not affected by changing 
situations,” adding that the 


ment should not affect bilateral 
relations. 

Iliescu expressed his apprecia- 
tion at a press conference held on 
January 15 for the “realistic ap- 


towards East European coun- 
tries. 

The Romanian president also 
reiterated his country’s positicn 
of sticking to its “one China” pui- 


cultural and industrial supplies. 
by Staff Reporter Li Haibo 


The Chinese Way 


i change in the Romanian govern- | 


7 hina’s 420,000 journalists 
are calicd upon to follow a 


professional code of ethics 


-and be loyal to the cause of so- 
.Clalist journalism. 
proach” of the Chinese leaders | 


The code, adopted at the 
fourth council meeting of the 
All-China Journalists Associa- 


tion held from January 14 to 19, 
stresses the importence of truth- 


anc conderrigs 


fulnews cepe, 


wn 
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all forms of falsehood. 

Journalists are encouraged to 
seek truth from faets, support all 
ideas and actions conforming to 
the interests of the people and 
expose erroneous ideas and mal- 
practices in society. 

According to the code, jour- 
nalists are required to refrain 
from engaging in profit-making 
activities such as advertising and 
aviod using news reports as com- 
modities. 

Chinese journalists are also re- 
quired to make social benefit 
their benchmark while safe- 
guarding national interests and 
state policies, and avoid stories 
involving sex, violence, crime, 
superstition and other topics that 
may be sensational but are harm- 
ful to young people. 

The code stipulates that news 
reports should be conducive to 
world peace and human progtess 
and should respect the cultural 
traditions and independence of 
other countries and peoples. 

The congress called on jour- 


and co-operation with journalists 
and journalists’ organizations in 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao. 
Chinese journalists are also ¢h- 
couraged to exchange and c- 
operate extensively with their 
counterparts in other countries, 
especially third world countries, 
the code added. 


A leading official of the assd- | 
ciation said the code is aimed , 
at raising the professional ethi- | 
cal standards of Chinese journak | 


ists and help them deal with 


new complexities arising from | 
the ever developing commodity | 
economy in China. 2 


National Economy: 
Strategic Changes 


noted economist predicted : 
A that the 1990s will see two |: 


major changes taking place 


in China’s strategy for economic | 


development. 


6 


The emphasis of the economy 
will be switched from a tradition- 
al quest for speed, quantity and 
scale to efficiency and quali- 
ty, said Liu Guoguang, vice- 
president of the Chinese Acade- 
my of Social Sciences. 

Speaking at a symposium on 
China’s economic prospects for 
the 1990s, Liu said that the other 
changes involve the transforma- 
tion of the economic system from 
central planning alone to a com- 
bination of planned economy 
with market regulation. 

The symposium, sponsored in 
Beijing by the academy and Xin- 
hua News Agency earlier this 
month, analyzed a wide range of 
issues involving China’s econo- 
mic trends in the 1990s and in- 
ternational economic relations. 

Liwv’s prediction is significant 
in that he is member of a think- 
tank for Chinese policy-makers 
in the process of drafting the 
nation’s Eighth Five-Year Plan 
(1991-95) and a 10-year pro- 


| gramme for economic develop- 
nalists to strengthen their tjes | 


ment. 
In the next decade, Liu dis- 
closed, China will give priority 


| to agriculture, infrastructure, 


science and education while reor- 
ganizing the processing industry. 
Efforts will be concentrated in 


technical transformation instead 
of undertaking new projects. 

The economist said China will 
“oradually reduce the scope of 
the compulsory state planning 
and expand the role of guid- 
ance planning and market regu- 
lation.” Meanwhile, enterprise 
reform will continue by separat- 
ing the functions of management 
from state administration.” 

Concerning price reforms, he 
said, the scope of state-fixed 
prices will be reduced and the 
double-track pricing system will 
eventually be phased out. 

These reforms, the economist 
said, will help bring about the 
two major strategic changes he 
has predicted. 

Liu believes China’s 1980 
GNP will be quadrupled by the 


' turn of the century if a 6 percent 


average annual growth rate can 
be maintained. He bases his con- 
fidence on the fact that China 
averaged a 7.2 percent annual 
growth increase over the past 10 
years. 

The economic rectification 
drive in the past two years and 
more, he said, has furnished fa- 
vorable conditions for further 
economic expansion. “We should 
make the most of this opportun- 
ity and accelerate the reforms,” 
he noted. a 


With a daily output of 6,200 tons of steelplate, Baoshan Steelworks’ hot-rolling mill 
in Shanghai is the largest of its kind in the country. 


ZHANG JUN 
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Gulf War Touches off Strong Worldwide 


he US-led multi-national 
Teme forces in the Gulf 

region launched a large- 
scale air raid on Iraq to begin the 
military action code-named “Op- 
eration Desert Storm” at about 
2:40 am Baghdad time on Janu- 
ary 17 (23:40, January 16 GMT). 
The reactions to the Gulf war 
from the international communi- 
ty vary greatly. 

China The Chinese govern- 
ment expressed its deep anxiety 
and worry about the Gulf war 
and strongly appealed to the two 
conflicting parties to exercise 
maximum restraint and prevent 
the spread and expansion of the 
flames of war so that the interna- 
tional community can continue 
to search for means and methods 


Anti-war demonstration in London. 
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Reaction 


by Zhang Xiaodong 


to achieve a peaceful solution to 
the conflict. 

The UN The United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar expressed deep sorrow 
over the outbreak of the war. He 
said that although the present 
moment was no: the time to 
make diplomatic efforts to solve 
the conflict, he still entertained 
hopes for peace in:the Gulf. He 
stated that the early end to the 
war depended on Saddam Hus- 
sein himself. : 

Soviet Union President Mik- 
hail Gorbachev said that the 
“tragic turn” of the Gulf crisis 
was provoked by the Iraqi leader- 
ship’s refusal to withdraw from 
Kuwait and that the Soviet 
Union will take all measures to 


bring about an early end to the 
war and restore peace by coordi- 
nating its efforts with all other 
countries and the United Na- 
tions. 

PLO The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization said in a state- 
ment that “it is a black day in the 
history of humanity.” It called 
for a worldwide response to the 
US-led attack on Iraq. 

Iran President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani expressed 
deep regrets over the outbreak of 
the Gulf war. He said Iran would 
allow none of the belligerents to 
use its airspace or territorial wat- 
ers. 

Jordan An official statement 
on January 17 said “Jordan, its 
leadership, government and peo- 
ple condemn what took 
place in the early hours 
of this morning as a bru- 
tal attack on an Arab 
Moslem country and 
people.” | 

Israel On the second 
day of the war, Israel 
was hit by Iraqi mis- 
siles. Although the Un- 
ited States and the allied 
powers called on Israel 
to restrain from answer- 
ing the attack, Israel 
claimed to reserve the 
right to retaliate on Iraq. 
Following the attack on 
Israel, China again ap- 
pealed to all parties con- 
cerned to exercise the 
greatest restraint. 

Kuwait Kuwaiti 


INTERNATIONAL 


At an anti-war rally in Tokyo, a woman is holding a 


slogan reading “Children against war.” 


Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Ab- 
dulla Al-Salem Al-Sabah called 
on the Kuwaiti people who have 
resisted the Iraqi invasion of 
their country to continue to fight 
for the liberation of their mother- 
Jand. 

Libya Libyan leader Muam- 
mar al-Gaddafi said the military 
action of the multi-national force 
should not go beyond the scope of 
freeing Kuwait from Iraqi occu- 
pation. Gaddfi expressed Libya’s 
feelings in a letter to. UN 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuel- 
jar on the situation in the Gulf. 

The European Communi- 
ty The EC’s current Chairman 
Jacques Poos, foreign minister of 
Luxembourg, expressed the dee- 
pest regret over the outbreak of 
armed hostilities in the Gulf. He 
added that the European Com- 
munity hopes the conflict will be 
short. 


Yugoslavia As the executive 


chairman of the 
Non-Aligned 
Movement, Yugos- 
lavia calls on all 
parties involved in 
the Gulf crisis to 
rethink the dan- 
gers of war, hoping 
Iraq, a member of 
the Non-Aligned 
Movement, will 
show good faith 
by withdrawing its 
troops from Ku- 
wait. Yugoslavia 
also called on the 
international com- 
munity to finally 
take responsibility 
for the settlement 
cf the Palestinian 
issue and for the 
convening of an 
international peace 
conference on the 
Middle East issue 
in the near future. 

France French 
Defence Minister 
Januier-Pierre 
Chevenement 
stressed that the French Air 
Force is participating in the 
fighting under the presumption it 
is for the liberation of Kuwait, 
not the destruction of Iraq. 

Germany German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl expressed his 
surprise and concern over the 
outbreak of war in the Gulf, say- 
ing that Germany, together with 
its allies, will make every effort 
to “end the war as quickly as 
possible,” 

Australia Australian Prime 
Minister Robert Hawke noted 
that the root cause of the Gulf 
crisis is Iraq’s invasion of Ku- 
wait. 

Japan Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter Toshki Kaifu said that Japan 
strongly condemns Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait and expressed 
regret over the international 
community’s failure to arrive at 
a peaceful resolution to the dis- 
pute. de said he supports the 


muti-national force in their mili- 
tary action against Iraq. He also 
said that Japan eagerly desires an 
early end to the fighting in the 
Gulf, so the Middle East may 
experience permanent peace and 
stability soon. 

Cuba Cuban President Fidel 
Castro said the war was unneces- 
sary and could have been avoid- 
ed by diplomatic means. He also 
said this war is the result of US 
hegemonic policy. 

Sudan In a statement, Sudan 
expressed regret over the out- 
break of war in the Gulf region 
and called on the international 
community to seek an end to hos- 
tilities and hold peace talks. 

Yemen The Presidential 
Council and the cabinet issued a 
joint statement calling on the in- 
ternational community, especial- 
ly the five permanent members 
of the United Nations Security 
Council, to assume the respon- 
sibility to end war and realize 
peace. 

The Gulf Co-operation Coun- 
cil The council said it would 
co-operate with the multi- 
national force to drive Iraq from 
Kuwait in accordance with the 
decisions and resolutions adopted 
by the council’s summit meeting, 
Arab Summit Meeting and the 
UN Security Council. 

Romania President Ion Ilies- 
cu expressed his country’s hope 
that the military conflict in the 
Gulf would end quickly and the 
situation in the area could be res- 
tored to normalcy. 

Political parties and social or- 
ganizations Georges Marchais, 
general secretary of the French 
Communist Party, said the actual 
aim of the US-led war against 
Iraq is for “oil, dollars and hege- 
mony.” He called for an end to 
the war and the withdrawal 
of Iraqi forces from Kuwait 
through negotiations. Mean- 
while, the Japanese Socialist Par- 
ty issued a statement demanding 
an immediate end to the war 
fought between the US-led multi- 
national forces and Iraqi forces. 

| 
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Japan’s Quest for Political Power 


utilize its substantial econo- 

muc strength and the dra- 
matic changes in the world si- 
tuation to accelerate its strategic 
plan to become a world political 
power. This attempt has been de- 
monstrated in Japanese diplom- 
atic and military policies. 

In the mid-1970s, the leaders 
of Japan began considering how 
Japan should use its newly ac- 
quired economic power. In 1983, 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, then prime 
munister of Japan, put forward a 
Strategy designed to increase Ja- 
pan’s influence as a world politi- 
cal power. Since then Japan has 
initiated and implemented the 
process of going from a world 
economic power to a world polit- 
ical power. 

One of the main characteris- 
tics of Japan’s current diplomat- 
iC policy is lis positive participa- 
tion in regional and world affairs 
as iu world power on the basis of 
its substantial economic sirength. 

By now, Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Toshtki Kaifu has visited 
the United States and a total of 
17 other countries in Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East since 
the forming of his second cabinet 
in February 1990, 

The major characteristics of 
Kaifu’s diplomacy are embodied 
in the following statements: (1) 
Japan should take greater inter- 
national political responsibility 
while maintaining its economic 
contributions to the world. Japan 
will have a positive impact on 
the establishment of a new inter- 
national order with the same in- 
fluence as other political powers. 
(2) The commitment to set up a 
new international order should 
be jointly shared by Japan, Eu- 


Ji has been attempting to 
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by Zhu Ronggen 


Toshiki haifu announced Japan’s aid package to the Middle East countries to help 


offset their losses incurred by the Gulf 
1990. 


rope and the United States. Kai- 
fu noted that the gross nation- 
al- product (GNP) of the whole 
world totaled US$20 trillion in 
1988, among which the United 
States and the European Com- 
munity (EC) respectively contri- 
buted US$5 trillion while Japan 
alone accounted for US$3 tril- 
lion. He added that the coordina- 
tion of efforts between the Unit- 
ed States, EC and Japan is vital 
to the stability and prosperity of 
the world. (3) While increasing 
its foreign aid, Japan will fol- 
low a new policy utilizing var- 
ious forms of assistance. Japan 
will try to provide aid not only in 
the form of cash dispursement, 
but also in in the form of goods 
and materials, intelligence and 
expert personnel. (4) Japan will 
continue to participate in the 
peaceful resolution of all issues 
and hot spots of the world and 
try to play the role of a global 
actor with Asia as its centre stage 


crisis at a news conference on August 29, 


so as to expand its realm of in- 
fluence within the international 
community. 

Following his proposal, the 
four Cambodian parties held a 
meeting in carly June in fokyo. 
It was the first attempt by Japan 
to directly participate in dealing 
with a regional issue since World 
War II. 

At the summit meeting of the 
seven Western industrial nations 
held in Houston in July last year, 
Kaifu said that Japan would take 
the lead in restoring loan agree- 
ments with China. The first Pa- 
cific and Asian foreign ministers 
meeting was held in New York in 
September last year under the 
proposal of Japan. In addition, 
Japan has been trying to play a 
leading role in Asia and the Pa- 
cific so as to realize its dream of 
establishing a West Pacific eco- 
nomic rim. ; 

Japan’s military strength has 
increased greatly while it) has 
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pushed forward its strategy of 
becoming a world political power 
through economic, scientific and 
technological strength. From the 
end of World War II to the late 
1970s, Japan’s defence spending 
was kept at a low level. In 1976, 
Takeo Miki, then Prime Minis- 
ter of Japan, made a decision 
that the country’s defense budget 
should not exceed 1 percent of its 
GNP. However, in 1987, Japan’s 
defense expenditures exceeded 
that ceiling. This aroused strong 
domestic and international reac- 
tions. Japanese defense expendi~ 
tures have enjoyed an annual av- 
erage growth ‘rate of 6 percent 


during the past nine years. Its: 


annual defense spending has in- 
creased to nearly US$30 billion, 
which makes Japan’s defense ap- 
propriations the third est in 
the wor! allo 
ited States and the Soviet Union. 


Kaifu expressed on December 12 ; 
of last year that as East-West re- 


lations continue to relax, Japan 


ig only une Un-: 


should return to the | percent 
ceiling set by Takeo Miki by re- 
ducing its defense expenditures 
during the 1991-1995 fiscal 
years. 

The Japanese government has 
vowed repeatedly that Japan will 
not become a big military power 
and its function in the world 
will be confined to non-military 
areas. However, some events oc- 
curring in ‘the country after the 
Gulf crisis .broke out in August 
of last year suggest an alternative 
opinion. 

Between the end of August 
and middle of September, the Ja- 
panese government appropriated 
US$4 billion of economic aid to 
the Middle East countries to help 
them deal with losses incurred 
from the crisis.in the region. In 
late September, the Liberal De- 
mocratic Party (LDP), the ruling 
party in Japan, hastily threw out 
a motion on the floor of the Diet 
which proposed that Japan send 
troops to the Gulf. According to 


the Japanese postwar consti- 
tution, Japan is not to have its 
own armed force, let alone send 
military personnel abroad. As a 
result, when the bill was submit- 
ted to the provisional assembly 
of the Japanese Diet, it was met 
with intense opposition from the 
opposition parties and was aban- 
doned very quickly in the early 
periods of discussion. The pro- 
posal also arouses strong oppos- 
ition from the Japanese people 
and caused serious concern in its 
neighbouring countries. 

In Japan, some believe Japan 
should adhere to its peaceful 
constitution and pursue a policy 
of peaceful development while 
contributing to the peace and 
prosperity of the world. Others 
insist that Japan should revise 
its constitution, cancel the ceil- 
ing set on its military spending 
and expand its military strength. 
These people insist that Japan 
should be a rich country with 
strong military powers. The de- 
bate is going on and merits inter- 
national attention. | 


African Economy Rides Out the Gulf Crisis 


grew at about 2.5 percent due 
to a worldwide slowdown in 
economic growth and the Gulf 
crisis. This figure was much low- 
er than the 3.7 percent level ex- 
pected by the World Bank. The 
situation is not expected to im- 
prove much over the next year. 
Although the Gulf crisis has 
exerted great impact on the Afri- 
can economy, the influence has 
not been devastating. Of Africa’s 
total export earnings, 60 percent 
is from petroleum. Last year, 14 
oil-producing African nations 
produced about 2 billion barrels, 
70 percent of which was for ex- 
port. Imports of oil by the oil- 


[ 1990, the African economy 
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lacking countries was only 120 
million barrels, about 8.6 percent 
of the total amount of oil Afri- 
can countries exported. 
However, the benefits realized 
from oil exports vary from coun- 
try to country. Those countries 
whose major source of foreign 
exchange income is:oil will regis- 
ter sharp increases in their finan- 
cial income this year. Nigeria, 
for example, is expected to har- 
vest an additional US$3 billion 
in revenue and Algeria will ob- 
tain US$2 billion. Egypt will! 
have both gains and losses as a 
result of the oil price hike. The 
Ivory Coast, Cameroon and 
Zaire will use their increased oil 


income to offset their loss 
brought about by drop in the 
price of coffee and cocoa. 
Africa’s debt rose from 
US$256.7 billion in 1989 to 
US$265. The rapid rise in oil 
prices contributed to the heavy 
burden of African oil-importing 
countries. However, non-oil- 
producers made some headway 
in economic. structural adjust- 
ments, which balanced this 
downward trend of economic 
growth on the continent. Mali, 
for example, has reaped bumper 
grain harvests for several conse- 
cutive years and in 1989 it ex- 
ported 560,000 tons of grain. 
The country’s annual economic 
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growth rate reached 9.6 percent, 
a figure rarely seen in Africa. 

In Tanzania, agricultural out- 
put has increased for three con- 
secutive years by more than 4.7 
percent. The industry grew by 
5.4 percent in 1989, while the 
gross national product increased 
by 4.1 percent. After the out- 
break of the Gulf crisis, the price 
of one litre of oil rose by about 
27 percent. Even this failed 
to reverse the momemtum of 
growth. This is because Tanzania 
introduced a market mechanism 
to deregulate prices of commodi- 
ties, which increased the coun- 
try’s immunity to international 
trade fluctuations. The market 
flourished after the government 
control on prices was lifted. To 
tackle the long-standing issues, 
the government announced a 
plan to expand exports, limit im- 
ports, tighten expenditures, and 
control credits. These steps 
helped alleviate the difficulties 
caused by the oil price increase. 
In other oil-importing countries, 
such as Togo, Ghana, Guenia, 
Botzwana, Mauritius and Zim- 
babwe, economic growth last 
year exceeded 4 percent. These 
economies will continue to head 
in a healthy direction provided 
there will be no more major des- 
tructive events occurring in the 
future. 

Now, the international market 


is slumping. Influenced by the’ 


Gulf crisis, the price of many 
primary products has fallen, but 
some remain strong. For exam- 
ple, demand for cotton, high- 
grade tea, peanut oil, aluminium, 
uranium, cobalt, iron, chromium 
and nickel exceeds supply and 
the price continues to rise. In 
1990, the total consumer volume 
of cotton in the world market hit 
an all-time high at 86 million 
bales, 6 million bales more than 
the world’s total output. The 
global aluminium consumer vol- 
ume increased by 2 percent, alu- 
minium stock were reduced and 
the price soared to US$1,945 per 
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ton from US$1,500. More notice- 
ably, the price of nickel rose by 
more than US$2,000 per ton. 

This situation enabled African 
countries which export these 
products to earn more money. 
Another favourable factor to the 
African economy is that many 
African countries have paid 
great attention to agricultural 
production and increased invest- 
ment in this area in recent 
years. In addition, the favour- 
able weather brought most Afri- 
can countries a good harvest in 
1990. The total output of grain 
was estimated at about 90 mil- 
lion tons. 

The negative effects of slow 
international economic growth 
and the Gulf crisis are as follows. 

First, the setback to economic 
improvement in Africa consider- 
ably restricts the restoration and 
revitalization of the African 
economy. 


Second, some countries’ econ- 


omies have achieved initial suc- 
cesses through their long-term 
economic readjustments. Howev- 
er, because of soaring oil price, 
they need to pay premium prices 
for petroleum. This will lead 
these countries to slow down 
their economic adjustment pro- 
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grammes. 

Third, those African countries 
which have little income, bear 
heavy foreign debt, import oil or 
rely on cocoa and coffee exports 
will face more serious difficul- 
ties. If some countries continue 
to experience chaos and political 
instability, their economies will 
be on the verge of bankruptcy. 
For example, the economies of 
Liberia, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone 
and Lesotho may shrink. 

Fourth, as the world economy 
slows down: further and some 
major countries face economic 
recessions, the international de- 
mand for primary products will 
decrease again. So, the income 
of African countries will conse- 
quently reduce, and their eco- 
nomic situation will certainly 
further deteriorate. 

Fifth, the Gulf war may push 
up oil prices. If oil prices soar 
to US$40-60 per barrel, Af- 
rican countries will pay anoth- 
er US$2.6-5 billion for their oil 
imports in 1991. The global eco- 
nomic situation will further de- 
teriorate, the price of primary 
products will slide down, and 
Western countries will reduce 
their assistance to Africa. Most 
African countries’ economies 
will fall into a more difficult si- 
tuation. a 
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China Promotes Human Rights 


n the past 42 years since the 
I founding of the People’s Re- 

public of China in 1949, and 
especially in the past 10 years 
since the adoption of the policy 
of reform and opening to the out- 
side world, the Chinese govern- 
ment has done enormous work 
on the construction of democra- 
cy and legal system. The state 
has effectively guaranteed the 
citizens of various fundamental 
civil rights and freedoms. Mean- 
while, by taking an active part in 
the international activities in the 
field of human rights, China has 
made her share of contributions 
to the promotion of human 
rights as advocated in the UN 
Charter. 

The Chinese government has 
always attached great import- 
ance to safeguarding and prom- 
oting various civil rights for its 
people. This short article can 
hardly give a comprehensive ac- 
count of the tremendous work 
accomplished by China in this 
aspect. The following facts, how- 
ever, will be sufficient to i- 
lustrate the great achievements 
made by China in this area. 


Legal Protection 


The Constitution and law of 
China always give priority to hu- 
man rights protection. The Con- 
stitution clearly stipulates that 
all citizens of the People’s Re- 
public of China are equal before 
the law. This is one of the impor- 
tant principles which guarantee 
citizens enjoy human rights and 
basic freedoms. The Constitution 
also stipulates that all citizens 
are equal when applying laws, 
regardless of nationality, race, 
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sex, occupation, family back- 
ground, religious belief, educa- 
tion, property status, or length of 
residence, and that every citizen 
enjoys the rights and at the same 
time must perform the duties 
prescribed by the Constitution 
and the law. 

The past 40 years and more 
have seen a gradual development 
and perfection of China’s legal 
system. The process of democra- 
tization in the political, econo- 
mic and social lives has been 
making headway. Since the 
adoption of the policy of reform 
and opening to the outside world 
in 1979 in particular, the con- 
struction of democracy and legal 
system has been accelerated. 

First, rapid progress has been 
made in the field of legislation. 
A series of important laws have 
been promulgated, which formed 
a legal system at its initial stage 
based on the Constitution. In the 
past 10 years, amendments to 
the Constitution have been made 
and laws and regulations have 
been drawn up, including 146 
laws and decisions on legal is- 
sues, 497 administrative laws 
and regulations and 1,220 local 
laws and regulations. These laws 
and regulations cover dozens of 
areas such as criminal offences, 
marriage and family life, inherit- 
ance of properties, disputes on 
contracts, foodstuff hygiene, pro- 
tection of historical relics, phar- 
maceutical administration, envi- 
ronmental! protection, exploi- 
tation of mineral resources and 
protection of forestry, etc. They 
have greatly enhanced China’s 
democracy and legal system. 

Second, judicial agencies such 
as the public security organs, 


procuratorial organs and the peo- 
ple’s courts have been streng- 
thened. At present, China has 
established 3,491 procuratorates 
with 170,000 procuratorial offi- 
cers. In the past decade, people’s 
courts have seen an increase of 
130,000 in its staff. Since the 
end of the “cultural revolution” 
(1966-1976) the Ministry of Jus- 
tice and local judicial depart- 
ments have been rehabilitated 
and improved. Legal advisory 
offices and notary offices have 
also been set up. With the exer- 
cise of respective functions and 
powers, the judicial organs have 
made great efforts to protect the 
legitimate rights and interests of 
the citizens. 

Third, an extensive and in- 
depth publicity and education 
campaign on the concepts of law 
has been launched throughout 
the country. The perfection of 
a country’s legal system neces- 
sitates efforts to continuously 
strengthen its citizens’ concept 
and accomplishment of law, to 
let all people know what rights 
they enjoy and how to protect 
their rights by the law, and at 
the same time, recognize that the 
rights and duties are united and 
the rights can be guaranteed by 
the law only according to legal 
procedures within legal provi- 
sions, thus ultimately enabling 
them to implement and abide by 
the law conscientiously. At pre- 
sent, courses on general know- 
ledge of laws are included in the 
curriculum of primary and mid- 
dle schools as well as institutions 
of higher learning. Meanwhile, 
publicity and education on law 
have been in full swing across 
the land, both in urban and rural 
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areas, and in the central and lo- 
cal administrations. More than 
300 million people have attended 
courses of various types aimed at 
spreading general knowledge on 
law. 


Basic Right to Existence 


China is the world’s biggest de- 
veloping country with a large po- 
pulation but a small acreage of 
arable land. The most impor- 
tant thing to more than 1 bil- 
lion Chinese people at present is 
to have adequate food and clo- 
thing with access to medical care 
and education. The accomplish- 
ment of all this is a genuine safe- 
guard to the fundamental rights 
of the Chinese people. 

In the old China before 1949, 
people lived in dire poverty. The 
masses were short of clothing, 
food and medical care. The life 
expectancy was only 35, one of 
the lowest levels among countries 
in the world. Population and in- 
fant death rates were respective- 
ly 25 and 200 per thousand. Tens 
or hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple died of the pestilence annual- 
ly. The broad masses could not 
even enjoy the basic right to ex- 
istence, let alone basic human 
rights. 

Through common efforts by 
its people of all nationalities 
over the past 40 years and more, 
China has turned itself from a 
formerly backward agricultural 
State into a country with the 
beginnings of prosperity. Rapid 
progress has been made in econ- 
omy and culture. Between 1953 
and 1989, the gross national 
product increased by an average 
of 7 percent annually while the 
national income increased by an 
average of 6.8 percent annually. 
In 1989, compared with the peak 
year before 1949, China’s grain 
output increased 2.7 times, cot- 
ton 4.5 times, and cloth 6.8 
times, all rising to the first rating 
Status in the world; steel out- 
put increased 66.7 times, jump- 
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ing from the world’s 26th to 4th 
place; raw coal 17 times, from 
Sth to first; and crude oil’ 430 
times, from 27th to 4th place. In 
1989, the number of students in 
colleges, middle schools and pri- 
mary schools was 17.8 times, 39.8 
times and 5.1 times respectively 
that of 1949. The working people 
not only have enough food and 
clothing, but also have seen 


a remarkable improvement in 


their living and health standards. 
In 1989, China’s life expectancy 
reached 70 and population and 
infant death rates dropped to 7 
and 40 per thousand respective- 
ly. The illiteracy rate dropped to 
15.85 percent in 1990 from 80 
percent in 1949. 


Family Planning 


However, rapid population 
growth exerts a huge pressure on 
China’s economic and social de- 
velopment. China’s cultivated 
area accounts for only 7 percent 
of the world’s total, but it prov- 
ides food to about 22 percent of 
the world’s total population. At 
present, China’s population is 
twice as large as that in 1949, 
and its per capita cultivated area 
was reduced from 0.18 hectare in 
1949 to 0.086 hectare early in 
1988, only one-fourth of the av- 
erage level in the world. Al- 
though China had doubled its 
grain output from 1952 to 1989, 
per capita output only rose by 26 
percent. If China’s population in- 
creases by 15 million people each 
year and 400. kilogrammes of 
grain and two metres of cotton 
cloth are needed by every one, 
China must produce another 6 
billion kilogrammes of grain and 
30 million metres of cotton cloth 
each year. In some regions where 
the population grows too fast, 
people have to reclaim fields 
from forested land in order to 
produce more grain, resulting in 
soil erosion and environmental 
deterioration. In addition, the 
rapid growth of population also 


directly influences the improve- 


“ment of people’s living stan- 


dards. In 1989, in Chinese cities, 
per capita living space was only 
6.6 square metres and every 10,- 
000 people have 4.6 public vehi- 
cles, and in the whole country 
every 10,000 people have only 
23.3 hospital beds. The large po- 
pulation has heavily. restricted 
the development in various 
fields. 

In order to effectively promote 
national economic and social de- 
velopment, improve the living 
standards of the people and en- 
able them to enjoy their basic 
rights better, the Chinese govern- 
ment has, in light of China’s spe- 
cific conditions, pursued a fun- 
damental state policy to control 
the population growth and im- 
prove the quality of the popula- 
tion. Beginning in the 1980s, the 
State started to implement the 
policy of family planning, advo- 
cating late marriage, birth con- 
trol, and well breeding and rear- 
ing of children. Such policy fits 
the needs of China’s economic 
and social development. In real 
practice, the Chinese govern- 
ment has consistently followed 
the principle of combining state 
guidance with the voluntary ap- 
plication by the people. Any 
coercive measures or arbitrary 
orders are opposed. As-for state 
personnel, staff and workers and 
residents in cities and towns, a 
couple can only have one child 
except for special conditions. 
Those couples in the rural area’ 
who meet difficulties in the life 
can have a second child at proper 
intervals. Special policies have 
been consistently applied by the 
Chinese government towards mi- 
nority nationalities. Local peo- 
ple’s governments in regions in- 
habited by minority nationalities 
may work out their own ways 
and requirements of family plan- 
ning in accordance with their lo- 


-cal conditions. For example, in 


the Tibet Autonomous Region, it 
was not until the mid-1980s that 
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family planning was advocated 
among Tibetan cadres, workers 
and government employees. A 
couple is encouraged to have two 
children at proper intervals. In 
the sparsely populated border 
farming and pastoral areas and 
areas where population growth is 
slow, no family planning policy 
has ever been implemented. 

China is the country with the 
largest population in the world. 
Under the grim situation that the 
world faces the population explo- 
sion, China has an unshirkable 
duty to resolve the population 
problem. This is China’s boun- 
den responsibility and duty to 
the world. The experience ofthe 
past 10 years proved that such 
policies are absolutely necessary, 
that they are not only in con- 
formity with the needs of. Chi- 
na’s economic and social ‘devel- 
opment, in the interests of the 
Chinese people, but also help to 
stabilize the global population 
growth. Some people in foreign 
countries attack China’s family 
planning as “violating human 
rights,” but. facts have shown 
that their charges are unjustifi- 
able. 


Minority Nationalities 


The nationality problem is a 
general problem in.:the world. 
Many countries. face the same 
question of:-how to properly han- 
dle relations among nationalities. 
China is a‘unified multi-national 
country, comprised of 55 minor- 
ity nationalities apart from the 
Han nationality. In the old days 
before the founding of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China in 1949, 
national discrimination, oppres- 
sion and opposition existed. But 
with the victory of the Chinese 
revolution, fundamental changes 
took place in national relations. 
“Equality, unity and mutual ass- 
istance” have become the basic 
characteristics of China’s so- 
cialist national relations. The 
Chinese government has always 


14 


attached great importance to the 
issue of. nationalities. China’s 
fundamental guideline and poli- 
cy towards the work of national- 
ities are to ensure national equal- 
ity and unity, practise regional 
national autonomy and promote 
common progress of all its na- 
tionalities. National equality is 
embodied not only in detailed 
stipulations in China’s Constitu- 
tion and the Law on Regional 
National Autonomy, but also in 
the concrete practice in which 
various minority peoples become 
the real masters of their own af- 
fairs and expand their regional 
national autonomous rights in 
economy, culture, education, 
science and national language. 
Now, all nationalities in China 
jointly hold the state power, and 
the state power organs at all lev- 
els consist of deputies from all 
nationalities. 

The practice of regional na- 
tional autonomy not only helps 
to maintain national unity, but 
also takes into account various 
interests and rights of each mi- 
nority nationality as a whole and 
of individuals. The system in- 
cludes the following points: (1) 
All areas where regional national 
autonomy is practised are the in- 
alienable parts of the People’s 
Republic of China. The relation- 
ship between the state and all the 
autonomous regions is that be- 
tween the central and local ad- 
ministrations. (2) National au- 
tonomous regions must abide 
by China’s Constitution and un- 
swervingly follow the socialist 
road under the leadership of the 
Chinese Communist Party. (3) 
Autonomous areas may be esta- 
blished by the minority national- 
ities themselves in places where 
they live in concentrated com- 
munities. Autonomous regula- 
tions may be formulated .ac- 
cording to local conditions. By 
September 1989, autonomous re- 
gulations have been formulated 
in 20 autonomous prefectures 
and 38 autonomous counties. 


The implementation of region- 
al national autonomy satisfies 
the wishes of all minority nation- 
alities to participate in the polit- 
ical life of the country and fully 
guarantees the equal status and 
rights for all minority nationali- 
ties, big or small. It proves to be 
effective in promoting political, 
economic, social and cultural de- 
velopment in the autonomous re- 
gions. 


Serfs Become Masters 


Tibet is an example in point. 
Prior to the democratic reform 
in 1959, Tibet was under cruel 
feudal serfdom. The. serfs and 
slaves who accounted for 95 per- 
cent of the population possessed 
no means of production, and 
even they themselves and their 
children were owned by the serf 
owners. Apart from handing ina 
multitude of taxes to their mas- 
ters and providing heavy, unpaid 
labour, they had to pay their an- 
nual poll tax so as to indicate 
their personal dependence on 
their masters. Under such a so- 
cial system, people in Tibet could 
not even have their basic per- 
sonal freedom, let alone human 
rights. It was not until the over- 
throw of serfdom that Tibetans 
started to enjoy democracy and 
freedom that they had never had 
before. The former serfs and 
slaves became masters of the so- 
ciety, with their fate in their own 
hands and enjoying all the civ- 
il rights and political rights as 
guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the People’s Republic of 
China. Since the implementation 
of democratic reform in Tibet in 
1959, great changes have taken 
place in the autonomous region 
and the people’s cultural and ma- 
terial life has remarkably im- 
proved. In the past 10 years, the 
Chinese government adopted a 
series of special and preferential 
policies in Tibet, providing the 
region with a large amount of 
financial and other subsidies, 


BEIJING REVIEW, JAN. 28-FEB. 3, 1991 
Pets | 


CHINA 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—————_ 


loans, together with tax exemp- 
tion and reduction. Assistance to 
Tibet has been arranged from 
other provinces and cities. All 
this has brought about notable 
progress and development in the 
economic, cultural, educational 
and other fields in Tibet. In 
1989, the total output value of 
industry and agriculture of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region 
reached 926 million yuan and 
the per capita income of farmers 
and herdsmen was 397 yuan, re- 
presenting a 3 percent and 6 per- 
cent increase respectively over 
the previous year. The grain out- 
put reached a record high of 
532,000 tons. Great progress has 
also been made in the region’s 
industry, communications, cul- 
ture, education, medical care, 
sanitation and other fields. More 
than 250 smail and medium- 
sized enterprises have been set 
up in power generation, mining, 
construction, printing and food 
industries. A 21,500 km-long 
road network with Lhasa as the 
centre has been built. There are 
now 2,470 schools of various lev- 
els with 140,120 students. 

In the Tibet Autonomous Re- 
gion, as in other regions in 
China, the reform and opening 
policy is being effectively imple- 
mented, the situation is stable, 
and the construction of demo- 
cracy and legal system is being 
strengthened. When we talk 
about human rights, we must 
acknowledge that the greatest 
contribution to safeguarding the 
basic human rights of Tibetans 
should be accredited to the abol- 
ition of the serfdom and the 
consequent progress made in all 
fields in Tibet. 

Some people in other countries 
who know little about China’s 
conditions and are influenced by 
some unobjective press reports 
believe that there is a racial dis- 
crimination in China. The above- 
mentioned facts should be suffi- 
cient to help to clear up their 
misunderstandings. In the recent 
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years, however, some hostile 
forces in the world, taking ad- 
vantage of some national prob- 
lems, connive at and support a 
few national separatists, deliber- 
ately sow dissension among var- 
ious nationalities of China and 
Slander China’s national policy 
in an attempt to split and subvert 
China. Their acts are absolutely 
not permitted. 


Religious Freedom 


To respect and protect the 
freedom of religious belief has 
been the consistent position and 
fundamental policy of New 
China on the issue of religion. 
Article 36 of the Constitution of 
the People’s Republic of China 
says, “Citizens of the People’s 
Republic of China enjoy free- 
dom of religious belief. The state 
protects normal religious activi- 
ties.” The Criminal Law and the 
Civil Law have made clear and 
specific stipulations on the pro- 
tection of the freedom of reli- 
gious belief. The Constitution 
concedes to the citizens both the 
right to believe in religion and 
preach theism and the right not 


to believe in religion and preach 


atheism. So, the freedom of reli- 
gious belief is fully guaranteed 
by law in China. No state organ, 
public organization or individual 
May compel any person to be- 
lieve in or not to believe in any 
religion, nor may they discrimi- 
nate against citizens who believe 
or do not believe in any religion. 
Any state functionary, who un- 
lawfully deprives citizens of 
their right to the freedom of re- 
ligious belief, will be prosecuted 
for legal responsibility in accord- 
ance with Article 147 of the Cri- 
minal Law of China. In the ad- 
ministrative aspect, numerous 
measures have been taken by the 
Chinese government to guaran- 
tee citizens of the freedom of 
religious belief. Religious depart- 
ments are established within gov- 
ernment organs at various levels 


and religious committees set up 
at the standing committees of 
people’s congresses at different 
levels. They are responsible for 
coordinating and supervising the 
implementation of religious poli- 
cies.and relevant laws. Current- 
ly, eight national patriotic reli- 
gious organizations have been set 
up and perfected in China. They 
also set up their local organiza- 
tions to coordinate and protect 
the lawful rights and interests of 
the religious believers as well as 
to make known their views and 
requests to the governmental de- 
partments concerned. Incidents 


such as the destruction of monas- 


teries, temples and churches did 
happen during the “cultural! re- 
volution,” but that “disaster” is 
over now. Those errors have been 
redressed and the policy of free- 
dom of religious belief has once 
again. been implemented. Pre- 


sently, all religions, including 


Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Cath- 
olicism and Christianity, can ear- 
ry out their normal religious ac- 
tivities according to. their own 
conditions. 

_ The Chinese government’s pol- 
icy of the freedom of religious 
belief is a long-t€rm policy. 
While implementing the policy, 
the state strictly distinguishes ci- 
tizens’ normal religious activities 
from the illegal activities and cri- 
minal offences perpetrated un- 
der religious disguises. Those 
who are engaged in illegal activ- 
ities and criminal offences by us- 
ing religions shall be stopped and 
punished according to law so 
that social stability and normal 
religious activities can be main- 
tained. 

Since 1978, the Chinese gov- 
ernment has allocated huge 
funds for the renovation and 
maintenance of many monaster- 
ies and temples nationwide. A 
sum of 35 million yuan has been 
allocated for the renovation of 
Potala Palace in Tibet. The 
Buddhist Association of China 
and its local branches have re- 
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sumed their activities and, with 
the assistance of the government, 
the College of Buddhism and the 
Scripture Printing House have 
been established. In Tibet, there 
are now 1,400 active monaster- 
ies, temples and religious centres 
with 34,000 monks and nuns and 
300 living buddhas. These facts 
prove totally groundless the alle- 
gations that there is no religious 
freedom in China. 


Protection of Civil Rights 


The Chinese government has 
always attached great import- 
ance to the protection of various 
rights of its citizens. The Consti- 
tution of the People’s Republic 
of China specifies citizens’ basic 
rights and, at the same time, also 
stipulates that the exercise by 
citizens of their freedoms and 
rights may not infringe upon the 
interests of the State, of society 
and of the collective, or upon 
the lawful freedoms and rights 
of other citizens. The stipulation 
requests that citizens fully res- 
pect others’ freedoms and rights 
as they exercise their own free- 
doms and_ rights. Any citizen 
who breaks the law or commits a 
crime will be dealt with accord- 
ing to law. This guarantees the 
majority of people to fully real- 
ize their human rights and also 
embodies the internationally- 
recognized principle of law that 
rights and duties are united. 

In order to safeguard the basic 
human rights of citizens, Chi- 
na’s various judicial organs en- 
join their functionaries to “take 
the facts as the basis and the law 
as the criteria” to objectively and 
justly implement the laws. Judi- 
cial organs have set strict rules 
for their functionaries to carry 
out their duty according to law. 
Law enforcement personnel can 
also be held responsible accord- 
ing to law if they violate laws 
and regulations. Article 189 of 
the Criminal Law stipulates: 
Any judicial functionary who 
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violates the laws and regulations 
on prison management and sub- 
jects prisoners or internees to 
corporal punishment, if the cir- 
cumstances are serious, shall be 
sentenced to a fixed-term impri- 
sonment of not more than three 
years or criminal detention; if 
the circumstances are especially 
serious, he shall be sentenced to 
a fixed-term imprisonment of 
not less than three years and not 
more than ten years. Once cases 
involving infringement on the 
democratic rights of citizens and 
the rights of the person are dis- 
covered, they will be strictly 
dealt with according to law. The 
latest statistics reveal that from 
January to September in 1990, 
more than 35,800 cases involving 
infringement on the democratic 


‘rights of citizens and the rights 


of the person as well as derelic- 
tion of duty have been accepted 
and heard by the procuratorial 
organs at various levels, with 12,- 
000 cases placed on file for inves- 
tigation. This has not only shown 
the endeavours being made by 
the public security organs, pro- 
curatorial organs and the peo- 
ple’s courts to protect the demo- 
cratic rights of citizens and the 
rights of the person, but also de- 
monstrated the'advancing devel- 
opment of the construction of 
political democracy. 

Moreover, the relevant laws of 
China have also made systematic 
stipulations of a variety of rights 
to be enjoyed by the citizens in 
their legal proceedings, during 
which protection is not only giv- 
en to the interests of the state 
and the lawful rights and in- 
terests of its citizens, but also to 
the lawful rights and interests of 
prisoners serving sentences. Con- 
victs, who have violated the cri- 
minal law and been imprisoned, 
are not only given humanitarian 
treatment in such aspects as edu- 
cation, labour, daily life, medical 
care, correspondence and meet- 
ing with family members, but 
also the right to expose or bring 


charges and complaints against 
their supervisors for unlawful 
practices. 

The Chinese government is al- 
ways’ opposed to torture and 
strictly forbids extorting conf¢s- 
sion by torture or corporal pun- 
ishment. China has signed and 
later ratified the Convention 
Against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 


‘Treatment or Punishment. In or- 


der to curb and eradicate torture, 
the public security organs, pro- 
curatorial organs and the peo- 
ple’s courts exercise their res- 
pective judicial duties indepen- 
dently, thus leading to mu- 
tual restriction and supervi- 
sion among themselves. Besides, 
efforts have been made to train 
and educate functionaries in the 
public security and judicial or- 
gans and strengthen the supervi- 
sion by the media. As a result, 
the rights of citizens in the ju- 
dicial activities have been fully 
protected. 


Active Participation 


Since the founding of the Peo- 
pile’s Republic of China, the 
Chinese government has at- 
tached great importance to hu- 
man rights. China endorses the 
principles on the respect of hu- 
man rights proclaimed in the 
UN Charter and the Declaration 
of the Bandung Conference. . 
China is a member of the Com- 
mission on Human Rights and of 
the Sub-commission on Preven- 
tion of Discrimination and Pro- 
tection of Minorities, and has 
acceded to seven international 
conventions on human rights. 
While appreciating and support- 
ing the UN efforts in the promo- 
tion of universal respect for hu- 
man rights and fundamental 
freedom, China has taken an ac- 
tive part in the UN activities of 
human rights. China holds that 
the UN should give priority to 
the massive and brutal violation 
of human rights resulting from 
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colonialism, racism, foreign ag- 
gression and occupation, and 
should put an end to such 
acts through international co- 
operation. China is opposed to 
any interference in the internal 
affairs of UN member state un- 
der the pretence of safeguarding 
human rights. For international 
co-operation in the area of hu- 
man rights, the UN is an impor- 
tant venue, where exchange of 
views, co-ordination and discus- 
sion on human rights issues of 
common concern can be con- 
ducted among countries, with a 
view to achieving what the UN 
Charter stipulates as “the crea- 
tion of conditions of stability and 
well-being which are necessary 
for peaceful and friendly rela- 
tions among nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of 
peoples.” However, such co- 
operation must be conducted in 
the spirit of mutual promotion 
and on the basis of mutual res- 
pect and mutual understanding. 
Such practices as attacking each 
other and spreading rumours, 
the exertion of pressure by way 
of bloc politics, and the interfer- 
ence in matters that fall un- 
der the internal jurisdiction of 
a state will only lead to confron- 
tation, estrangement, the ob- 
struction of normal channels of 
dialogue and exchange, thus 
hindering mutual understanding 
and co-operation. It will not be 
conducive in anyway to the univ- 
ersal realization of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 
China is steadfastly carrying 
out the policy of reform and 
opening to the outside world, and 
is making every effort to increase 
production so as to improve the 
living standards of the people. 
This is one of the fundamental 
measures to effectively protect 
the basic human rights of the 
Chinese people. China will make 
even greater progress in the fu- 
ture in the promotion and pro- 
tection of human rights. r 
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Bumper Harvest and 
Grain Reserves 


A total of 420 million tons of grain is expected to be 
harvested in 1990, about 15 million tons more than the 
previous year, according to Chen Yaobang, vice-minister of 
agriculture. Given the good harvest, the Chinese 
government decided to establish a grain storage system and 
increase annual grain output to 500 million tons by the end 
of this century, Chen said during an interview with “Beijing 


Review”, 


Question: China had another 
bumper grain harvest last year. 
How did China manage such a 
big harvest? Tell us about Chi- 
na’s main production bases of 
rice, wheat and maize? 

Answer: Last year, the situation 
in both farm production and 
rural areas was pretty good. Fol- 
lowing a record-high grain out- 
put in 1989, the country had 
another good grain harvest in 


1990 and, according to esti- 


mates, harvested a total of 420 
million tons of grain, 15 million 
tons more than the year before. 
The production of cotton, oils, 
Sugar, meat, fruits and veget- 
ables also increased at varying 
rates. 

A good harvest is not easy 
to come by, especially setting a 
new record in grain production 
as we had last year. On the one 
hand, it is a result of the joint 
efforts by the central and local 
governments in supporting and 
developing agricultural produc- 
tion. On the other hand, it is a 
matter of good weather. 

The central government, in 


addition to its stable policies on 
agricultural production and rur- 
al areas, undertook concrete 
measures in the following fields: 

First, the government in- 
creased its investment in agri- 
cultural production and thus 
improved production condi- 
tions. In 1990, the central gov- 
ernment put aside 2.57 billion 
yuan more for agricultural cap- 
ital construction and other agri- 
cultural projects. Also, the Agri- 
cultural Bank and the credit 
co-operatives released 30 billion 
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yuan more in loans for agricul- 
ture. Most of these investments 
were used to speed up the agri- 
cultural capital construction 
and the comprehensive develop- 
ment and construction of com- 
modity grain and cotton prod- 
uction bases. Since 1982, China 
has established 274 county com- 
modity grain production bases 
and 97 county high-quality cot- 
ton production centres. These 
production bases have played a 
major role in the supply of grain 
and cotton. 

Last year, a total of 2.6 billion 
yuan of funds were set aside for 
the construction of water con- 
servation works by various lo- 
calities, plus 3 billion yuan 
raised by the collectives and lo- 
cal people. With these funds, a 
total of 4.733 million hectares 
was irrigated, 933,000 hectares 
of water-logging land improved, 
666,000 hectares of low-yielding 
salinized land transformed, and 
15,000 sq km of land plagued by 
soil erosion improved. Last year, 
the nation saw the most im- 
provement in terms of the scale 
and result of agricultural capital 
construction in a decade. 

Secondly, the central govern- 
ment attached great importance 
to the reliance on science and 
technology in agricultural de- 
velopment. The Ministry of 
Agriculture designated 1990 as 
the year to popularize science 
and technology in farming and 
organized efforts to popularize 
technology for improving wheat 
production on 6.66 million hec- 
tares and maize production on 
another 6.66 million hectares in 
the Huanghe (Yellow)-Huaihe- 
Haihe River Plain and for yiel- 
ding high rice output on 6.66 
million hectares of paddyfields 
in south China, the technology 
for interplanting 666,000 hec- 
tares of wheat with cotton and 
for high-yielding 666,000 hec- 
tares of cotton in the northern 
part of the country. The minis- 
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try’s efforts produced positive 
results and the nation’s av- 
erage per-hectare grain output 
reached 3,750 kg last year, a 75 
kg increase over the year before. 
Last year, there was an in- 
crease in the output of rice, 
wheat and maize with rice out- 
put rising by 4.56 billion kg, 
wheat 6.3 billion kg, and maize 
11.39 billion kg. All the 30 prov- 
inces, municipalities and auton- 
omous regions in the mainland, 
except Fujian and Jiangsu prov- 
inces, reported the same or bet- 
ter harvest than the previous 
year as more than 20 reached or 
surpassed the peak year. 
Q: What is the purpose of the 
special grain reserves? What will 
China do with it? 
A: Since 1989, some farm prod- 
ucts have been difficult to mar- 
ket. This has caught the atten- 
tion of the State Council which 
has adopted measures to resolve 
the problem. In regard to grain, 
the State Council decided to es- 
tablish a system to store grain 
for years of poor harvest to 
guarantee the supply of grain 
and stabilize the price. In a year 
of good harvest, the state will 
purchase all the grain the farm- 
er wants to sell at a protected 


SHAO JUN 
Farmers harvesting wheat in Suxiang County, Anhui Province, one of China’s major 
commodity grain production bases. : 


price. 

To this end, the State Council 
held a meeting last September in 
Wuhan, central China, to dis- 
cuss the plan for grain reserves 
and the construction of grain 
warchouses. 

A leading group was esta- 
blished and the State Grain Re- 
serves Bureau of the State Coun- 
cil was founded. The bureau 
is temporarily under the lead- 
ership of the Ministry of Com- 
merce. 

Last year, the state purchased 
17.5 billion kg of grain the farm- 
ers wanted to sell at a negotiated 
price for the first batch of grain 
reserves. 

The grain was purchased with 
a loan from the People’s Bank of 
China, the discount for which 
will be covered by the state re- 
venues. 

The problem of how to store 
large quantities of grain will be 
solved through constructing new 
warehouses, repairing the old 
and the leasing and purchasing 
of warehouses. 

Every year, there are about 30 
billion kg of grain that have to 
be stored outdoors. The state re- 
quires there be no damage to the 
goods and their storage is limit- 
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ed to half a year. 

Q: Please talk about grain im- 
ports and exports in the last few 
years and the per-capita con- 
sumption? 

‘A: In the last two years China 
has imported about 15 million 
tons of grain annually and ex- 
ported 3-4 million tons. Mainly, 
China imports wheat and ex- 
ports rice in an effort to im- 
prove the quality of food com- 
position. The import and export 
volume will float according to 


domestic demand and the inter- 


national market. 

At present, per-capita grain 
consumption totals 350 kg, in- 
cluding those used to produce 
meat, eggs and milk. Although 
the grain output in 1989 sur- 
passed the peak year of 1984, 
the average per-capita consump- 
tion of grain in 1990 reached 
372 kg, 22 kg less than that of 
1984 because of the population 
growth. 

Q: How about grain production 
this year and the efforts to 
further increase production? 

A: First of all we shouldn’t rest 
on past achievements and think 
that China has no problem in 
grain supply because of a bum- 
per harvest for two years in a 
row. In fact, China will need to 


The mechanized Hongxinglong Grain Depot in Heilongjiang Province. 
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confront a shortage of grain for 
a long time. 

The central government will 
thus continue to invest in agri- 
cultural development, streng- 
then agricultural capital con- 
struction and improve agricul- 
tural comprehensive develop- 
ment. The government. will 
build a number of commodity 
grain production centres while 
bringing into full play existing 
grain production bases. 

It is necessary to speed up the 
development and popularization 
of improved strains of grain ac- 
cording to a well thought out 
plan and publicize agricultural 
science and technology. 

At the same time, it is neces- 
sary to be prepared against na- 
tural calamities. The weather in 
the last few years was favour- 
able for agricultural production. 
How about this year? It is diffi- 
cult to say from year to year. We 
should therefore strengthen our 
forecast capabilities for disas- 
trous weather, plant diseases 
and insect threats. 

Q: What are the state targets for 
grain production for the Eighth 
Five-Year Plan (1991-95) and 
how will they be realized? 

A: In this decade China will 
double the GNP it reached by 


XUE CHAO 


the end of 1990 and the peo- 
ple’s living standards will reach 
a comparatively comfortable 
level. During the Eighth Five- 
Year Plan period, China’s agri- 
cultural production will enter a 
State of stable development. The 
grain output will top 450 bil- 
lion kg by relying on science 
and technology and by build- 
ing up the nation’s stable high- 
yielding farmland. 

To realize these targets, the 
following goals will be set and 
measures adopted: 

1. To stabilize rural econo- 
mic policies and perfect, step 
by step, the responsibility sys- 
tem linking remuneration with 
total output for households 
while establishing a service sys- 
tem for production, science and 
technology research and man- 
agement. 

2. To gradually perfect the 
marketing system and devise a 
more reasonable price rate for 
grain and chemical fertilizers. 
Increase the grain purchasing 
price based on a stable pricing 
system for the means of agricul- 
tural production. 

3. To strictly control the 
growth of population, streng- 
then the protection of agricul- 
tural production resources, con- 
trol the use of cultivated land, 
reclaim waste land, transform 
the medium and low-yielding 
farmland, increase the per-unit 
output, limit the expansion of 
sanded areas, build windbreaks, 
control soil erosion and protect 
the agroecological environment. 

4. In carrying out the state 
industrial policies, give priority 
to agricultural production and 
farm-use industries for invest- 
ment, gradually increasing the 
proportion of agricultural in- 
vestment. At the same time, 
boost large-scale multi-purpose 
development and continue to 
strengthen commodity grain 
production bases. | 
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A Prefect who Finds Delight in Agriculture 


by Our Staff Reporter Cheng Gan 


Sun Gengwu, an intellectual-turned official, has successfully promoted agrotechniques since 
he assumed a prefectural administrative position. He has helped to increase agricultural 
production in Jinzhong Prefecture by a big margin for three successive years.—Ed. 


s chief editor of the book 
A Pcod-Drowgh Calamities 

and Harnessing Strategy, 
Sun Gengwu puts forward a 
summation and exploration of 
the floods and droughts which 
have struck the middle part of 
Shanxi Province. He is current- 
ly the administrator of Jinzhong 
Prefecture, Shanxi Province and 
the sociological research fellow 
in the Shanxi Academy of So- 
cial Sciences. Few high-level lo- 
cal cadres in China have made 
such achievements in the fields 
of applied and social sciences 
as Sun. After Sun, a university 
graduate in the 1950s, took his 
post, the grain output in Jin- 
zhong Prefecture increased by 
more than 220,000 tons in three 
successive years, with an annual 
average increase of more than 13 
percent. In 1990, the grain output 
reached 2.45 million tons, a re- 
cord high for the area. 

Sun, born into a farmer fami- 
ly, grew up in the countryside 
and worked in the grass-roots 
unit for about 25 years after 
graduating from the university. 
He had been a county Party 
committee secretary in two large 
counties of southern Shanxi 
Province for 14 years. In 1985, 
he was appointed the deputy 
head of Shanxi Agricultural and 
Animal Husbandry Department. 
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In 1988, he assumed his current 
post. 

Due to wide experience in the 
countryside and in the agricul- 
tural department, Sun emplhias- 
ized agriculture in the local 
economy. At that time, agricul- 
tural production in Jinzhong 
Prefecture, like many other 
places across the country, was 
caught up in the fluctuations 
which started in 1985. 

Jinzhong is an agricultural 
area of dry land and its main 
crops are maize and wheat. Its 11 
counties have a total population 
of 2.84 million, 77.4 percent of 
whom work in agriculture. The 
cultivated area is 338,000 hec- 
tares, 70 percent of which is non- 
irrigated. 

The industrial output, mainly 
of light industry, textile and coal 
which developed after liberation, 
makes up 85 percent of the 
prefecture’s total industrial and 
agricultural output value while 

agricultural output makes up 
only 15 percent. Sun noticed that 
over recent years, agriculture has 
not kept pace with industrial de- 
velopment and believed there 
were two important reasons why 
agriculture should be given in- 
creased support: 

First, even though a birth con- 
trol policy has been adopted by 
the prefecture, the population is 


increasing. The fluctuating situa- 
tion of grain production should 
be changed and an increase en- 
sured so as to provide a reason- 
able per-capita grain amount. 
The economic and political situa- 
tion, he noted, would be stable 
only if the grain supply were suf- 
ficient. 

Second, the raw materials of 
many industrial departments de- 
pend on agriculture. 

The decision-making group 
headed by Sun Gengwu held to 
the belief that agriculture, parti- 
cularly grain production, must 
be a priority of the local econ- 
omy while, at the same time, 
maintaining industrial produc- 
tion. 

The question they faced, how- 
ever, was how to expand the agri- 
cultural production which de- 
pended on a low degree of me- 
chanization, manual planting 
and natural conditions. Sun de- 
monstrated in his answer to the 
question that he was a true exe- 
cutor of the central govern- 
ment’s idea to “depend on poli- 
cy, science and technology, and 
input.” 

In regard to policies, Sun re- 
quired each county, township 
and village to improve the sys- 
tem of contracted household res- 
ponsibility related to output, a 
system which is called the magic 
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weapon of China’s rural econo- 
mic reform. He also promised 
them that the policy of collective 
ownership of cultivated land and 
the system of contracted house- 
hold responsibility related to out- 
put would remain unchanged for 
a long period of time, thus safe- 
guarding farmers’ enthusiasm 
for independent production. 

The local financial depart- 
ment’s support for agriculture in- 
creased annually after Sun took 
office. It invested 1.8 million 
yuan in agriculture in 1988, 10 
million yuan in 1989 and 12 mil- 
lion yuan in 1990. Due to the 
leading role of the local financial 
department in providing loans, 
the total amount of agricultural 
funds from counties, townships 
and villages reached 35 million 
yuan in 1989 and 52 million 
yuan in 1990. 

One of Sun’s most important 
contributions for Jinzhong Pre- 
fecture is his proposal named 
“new irrigation technique tor in- 
crease output,” a technical mas- 
terstroke based on science and 
technology. 

Before 1988, there were nine 
years of drought out-of ten, and 
there were 117,000 hectares of 
hilly land and dry slopes, more 
than one-third of the prefecture’s 
total cultivated area. Sun fo- 
cused on these low-yielding lands 
to improve Jinzhong’s agricul- 
ture. 

Tujiaoyuan Village in Taigu 
County, Shanxi Province, only 
yielded about 750 kg maize for 
each hectare of cultivated land 
before 1987. The village is locat- 
ed 1,100 metres above sea level, 
water has to be fetched from 
three km away. However, in 
1987, despite an annual rainfall 
of only 60 percent of a normal 
harvest year and a hot summer, 
the harvest for 1.8 hectares of 
farmland reached 13,095 kg. The 
average yield of each hectare was 
7,275 kg, almost ten times grea- 
ter than previous years in per- 
unit area yield. In April 1988, 
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when cadres from the village re- 
ported the situation to Sun, he 
realized the area had resources. 
He immediately went to the vil- 
lage with the deputy official in 
charge of agriculture to investi- 
gate the situation. He discovered 
that the village had been short of 
water, so they had tried their 
best to reduce their washing and 
drinking. After several days, 
they concluded that the bumper 
harvest of the village was due to 
a combination of technologies in- 
volving “belt planting through 
ridges alternating with ditches,” 
“deep-rooted turnover of soil” 
and the new “land film covering” 
practised by some farmers under 
the guidance of an agrotechni- 
cian. 

Sun, a strong supporter of agri- 
cultural science and technology, 
immediately organized a special 
research group of agrotechnical 
personnel to research the produc- 
tion increase and come up with 
even more measures to improve 
harvests. During four months of 
research, Sun and his colleagues 
visited the village five times. In 
the end, they concluded that the 
deep-rooted turnover of soil and 
setting up of ridges helped -to 
control soil erosion in the surface 
and store spring rainfall and that 
the timely use of plastic film re- 
tained moisture and fertility and 
added light and temperature. 
They believed that these strong 
measures could help areas with- 
out irrigation overcome such dif- 
ficulties as limited natural rain- 
fall, rain and heat in poor co- 
ordination, low land temperature 
and a short frost-free period. At 
the same time, they put forward 
a complete variety of measures 
for selecting better variety of 
seeds and determining fertilizer 
according to soil conditions. 

Following this effort, Sun’s 
group began to popularize the 
measures. Sun came to know 
very well the Chinese farmers’ 
view of “seeing is believing.” The 
new measure was labour inten- 


sive, and farmers, including 
grass-roots cadres, could not help 
hesitating. They did not want to 
spend time and energy in plant- 
ing without any results. Instead 
of using administrative orders to 
spread the measure, Sun first col- 
lected all grass-roots cadres in 
the surrounding area of hills and 
dry slopes to visit Tujiaoyuan 
Village, letting them see for 
themselves the results of the new 
measures. He then lectured them 
on scientific knowledge, teaching 
them practical skills. Sun wrote a 
folk song which introduced the 
methods, which helped farmers 
with low cultural background 
easily understand the measures 
he wanted to explain. The cadres, 
after receiving training, in turn 
became promoters of the new 
measures after they went back to 
their villages. Therefore, in 1989 
and 1990, some 105 townships 
and towns of 11 counties in the 
whole prefecture transformed 
2,267 hectares of low-yielding 
dry slopes into high-yielding 
farmland. 

According to calculations, 
each millimetre of rainfall which 
went into the high-yielding 
ditches brought an average grain 
production of 1.51 kg, about two 
times that which was theoretical- 
ly possible for an area of dry 
crop. Adams, president of the 
Agricultural College of Wales 
University, Britain, after learn- 
ing of Sun’s efforts, wrote a let- 
ter asking that a co-operative re- 
search effort be conducted on the 
measures. Presently the method 
has been introduced to Hebei, 
Shaanxi, Gansu, Liaoning, Shan- 
dong and Yunnan provinces and 
Inner Mongolian and Guangxi 
Zhuang autonomous regions. 
Sun is confident that the 500,000 
farmers in the mountainous area 
of Jinzhong Prefecture will ex- 
pand the area to some 54,000 
hectares before 1993. “By then,” 
he said, “this method will help 
increase the annual grain output 
of the whole prefectur 250 mil- 
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lion kg in comparison with. the 
1988 figure.” (It took at least 
nine years to increase 250 mil- 
lion kg of the grain output in the 
history of Jinzhong Prefecture.) 

By investigating at the grass- 
roots, co-operating with agro- 
technicians on experiments and 
researches, and deciding to 
promote new scientific planting 
method, Sun brought other suc- 
cessful measures to bear on agri- 
culture. 

Based on the sunlight and tem- 
perature of Jinzhong Prefecture, 
only one crop could be planted 
each year. In 1990, Sun promot- 
ed the idea of growing seedlings 
with a nourishing soil of var- 
ious fertilizers ahead of time. 
His plan allowed farmers on 333 
hectares of land to harvest two 
crops a year, and with the per- 
hectare grain output exceeding 
15,000 kg annually. 

After adopting the contract 
system of linking remuneration 
with total output for households, 
some farmers, paying attention 
only to profits, used large quant- 
ities of chemical fertilizer and 
stopped using farm manure. 
They thus reduced the organic 
matter in the soil which resulted 
in hardened soil impervious to 
rainfall. After Sun promoted in 
the whole prefecture a village’s 


experience of applying the com- ° 


post made of stalks of harvested 
crops in the land during the slack 
season after the land was frozen, 
the fertility of the land was res- 
tored. 

Sun, however, was not satis- 
fied with the achievements he ac- 
complished in the three years. He 
attributed the good harvests of 
these years mainly to favourable 
natural conditions. Currently, he 
is considering the construction of 
a water conservancy project in 
the mountainous areas and plan- 
ning to transform more farmland 
into that which ensures stable 
yields despite drought or exces- 
sive rain. | 
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MAINLAND-TAIWAN TRADE: 


Look Back and Into Future 


by Li Jiaquan 


he value of transit trade 
| across the Taiwan Straits 
from 1979 to 1989 amount- 
ed to 11.8 billion yuan and, by 
the end of June 1990, the invest- 
ment made by more than 1,000 
Taiwanese businesses in the 
mainland totalled US$1.5_ bil- 
lion. Such trade development 
has helped improve mainland- 
Taiwan relations and offer hope 
for China’s peaceful reunifi- 
cation. 

Over the past 40 years, the re- 
lationship between both sides of 
the straits has undergone three 
periods—military confrontation, 
political confrontation and relax- 
ation. The third period began 
with the publication of the Mes- 
sage to Taiwan Compatriots by 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress on 
New Year’s Day of 1979 and es- 
tablishing better economic and 
trade ties between the two sides 
has since been placed on the 
agenda. 


Development 


The development, since 1979, 
of economic and trade ties across 
the straits has gone through the 
following three stages: 

(1) The initial development 
took about five years from 1979 
to 1983, the value of transit trade 
(via Hong Kong, the same below) 
totalled around US$1.47 billion, 
averaging US$240 million per 
year. During this period, trade 
between both sides was basically 
clandestine and illegal. The Tai- 
wan authorities adopted an indif- 
ferent attitude to the situation. 


They assumed control on the 
trade, giving the impression that 
they were doing one thing under 
the cover of another. At that 
time, there was still no Taiwan 
investment in the mainland. 

(iI) During a three-year period 
(1984 to 1986) of moderate de- 
velopment, the value of transit 
trade totalled US$2.61 billion, an 
average of US$870 million per 
year, or 3.5 times that of the pre- 
vious stage. During this stage, 
Taiwan’s single-item transit trade 
with the mainland was gradually 
legalized and, in July 1985, Tai- 
wan authorities officially de- 
clared for the first time that they 
implemented a policy of “no con- 
tact, no encouragement and 
no interference” towards tran- 
sit trade between both sides. At 
that time, Taiwan investment 
was still not placed on the 
agenda. 

(III) The rapid development 
that began in 1987 is continuing. 
By the end of 1989, the value 
of transit trade had totalled 
US$7.72 billion, almost two 
times the combined total of the 
previous two periods and an an- 
nual average of US$2.54 billion, 
or five times the annual average 
in the previous two stages. Dur- 
ing this stage, transit trade tend- 
ed to be two-way and legal as a 
craze of investment in the main- 
land began to emerge. Before 
1988 there were very few Taiwan 
investors in the ‘mainland but 
now the number has grown rath- 
er fast. 

Economic relations and trade 
between both sides are growing. 
Seen from a mix of commodities, 


Ura 
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the goods imported from Taiwan 
were almost all industrial raw 
materials and parts and com- 
ponents, of which artificial fibre 
and cloth accounted for 33.88 
percent, machinery and equip- 
ment 15.16 percent, electric mo- 
tors and electronic parts and 
components 13.85 percent and 
plastic raw materials 8.88 per- 
cent. Commodities exported to 
Taiwan consisted mainly of four 
categories: animal by-products 
and traditional’ Chinese herbal 
medicine, yarn, cloth and tex- 
tiles, fish and sundry gaods. The 
development of trade between 
the mainland and Taiwan has 
promoted" contacts between per- 
sonnel, spurred tourism and 
helped to develop academic, 
sports, cultural and art ex- 
changes. 


Four Characteristics 


The development of trade be- 
tween both sides over the past 
decade has had the following 
characteristics: , 

(1) Trade ties and political re- 
lations interact on and influence 
each other. Evidence of this is 
found in the close relationship 
between the three development 
stages of trade ties and the three 
development stages of political 
relations. In the initial stage, af- 
ter the mainland published the 
Message to Taiwan Compatriots, 
the Taiwan people enthusiastical- 
ly responded in order to do busi- 
ness with the ‘mainland, Taiwan 
authorities, in their vehement re- 
sentment, however, countered 
this with a “three no’s” policy (no 
contact, no negotiation, no com- 
promise). As a result, no major 
steps were taken to develop eco- 
nomic relations and trade be- 
tween both sides. Between 1979 
and 1980, although the growth 
rate of transit trade between 
both sides was high, the absolute 
growth was small because the 
base number was low. During 
the second stage, although the 
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Kuomintang still stressed the 
“three no’s” policy, it had relaxed 
its line of action a bit. As a result, 
the trade developed faster than 
in the previous stage. During 
the third stage (which began in 
1987), the Kuomintang, while 
lifting martial law and Party 
proscription, readjusted its main- 
land policy and relaxed political- 
ly. As a result, economic rela- 
tions and trade between both 
sides developed apace. ; 
(II) A fast rate of overall 
growth in transit trade between 
both sides. During the 11 years 
between 1979 and 1989, the val- 
ue of transit trade between the 
mainland and Taiwan totalled 
US$11.8 billion, of which the val- 
ue of goods Taiwan exported to 
the mainland stood at US$9.62 
billion and those the mainland 
exported to Taiwan at US$2.18 
billion. Taiwan thus had a trade 
surplus of US$7.44 billion. Ac- 
cording to an estimate by Tai- 
wan newspapers, the total value 
of trade between both sides in 


‘1990 was expected to exceed 


US$4 billion. In the view of the 
Taiwan mass media, a disguised 
form of exchange (that is, the 
exchange of wealth but not com- 
merce; the exchange of goods but 
not air and shipping services; 
communication but not the ex- 
change of mail) between both 
sides of the straits has actually 
been realized, in effect, breaking 
through the Kuomintang’s “three 
no’s” policy. 

(IIT) Rapid, but twisting, trade 
development between both sides In 
terms of transit trade. There were 
three high and two low tides dur- 
ing these 11 years. The three high 
tides were as follows: the first, 
between 1979 and 1980, had 
growth rates 64.8 percent and 316 
percent respectively higher than 
the previous year; the second, be- 
tween 1984 and 1985, was respec- 
tively 109 percent and 99.5 per- 
cent higher than the previous 
year; and the third, between 1987 
and 1988, was 58.7 percent and 


79,4 percent higher. The first low 
tide occurred between 1982 and 
1983, the rates dropping by 36 
percent and 11 percent respec- 
tively from the previous years 
and the second took place in 
1986, the rate was down by 13.5 
percent from the previous year. 
These were due to inexperience 
or to the influence of readjust- 
ment of the policies of both sides. 
In the last few years, trade be- 
tween both sides has developed 
steadily. 

(IV) The promotion of tran- 
sit trade to Taiwan investment 
in the mainland. By the end of 
June 1990, more than 1,000 Tai- 
wan businesses had invested a to- 
tal of US$1.5 billion in the main- 
land. According to news reports 
from Taiwan, Taiwanese invest- 
ment in the mainland roughly 
has the following characteristics: 
(1) The investment was being 
transformed from a small sum to 
a huge sum, the amount of 
individual investments reach- 
ing US$200 million; (2) investors 
first included medium-sized and 
small enterprises and then larger 
group enterprises; (3) the level of 
investment changed from a sim- 
ple transfer of old and outdated 
equipment to use of completely 
new production lines, and from 
labour-intensive to capital- and 
technology-intensive equipment; 
(4) the investment methods 
changed from individual to co- 
operative investment by con- 
glomerates;. (5) the investment 
area extended from the coast to 
inland provinces; (6) investment 
expanded from a narrow to a 
wide scope and from backward 
industries to advanced indus- 
tries; (7) the method of operation 
changed from mainly joint ven- 
tures to the coexistence of diver- 
sified forms such as joint ven- 
tures and exclusively Taiwan- 
owned enterprises; and (8) there 
was a subtle change in Taiwan’s 
official attitude, i.., changing 
from “absolute prohibition” to 
turning a blind eye to the bilater- 
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al trade and from “prohibition of 
contact with the bandit” to “indi- 
rect legitimacy.” 


Problems an@d Trends 


The development of trade has 
resulted in relaxing and improv- 
ing the entire relationship be- 
tween both sides and offered the 
light of hope for the peaceful reu- 
nification of the motherland. All 
patriotic Chinese the world over 
are expecting an early realization 
of co-operation between both 
sides and joint efforts to rejuven- 
ate China. More than a year ago, 
a Taiwan newspaper foretold, “If 
the mainland and Taiwan can 
leave aside their political prejud- 
ice and first begin economic asso- 
ciation, then with the resources 
of the mainland and Taiwan ad- 
ded to those of Hong Kong and 
Macao, the potential for their 
joint development will be well 
matched with those of Japan and 
would greatly change the balance 
of forces in Asia. In that situa- 
tion, the Chinese people would 
put an end to their poverty and 
backwardness and to the histori- 
cal, long-term state of oppression 
and humiliation and truly be- 
come an independent, powerful 
country in the galaxy of nations. 


Unfortunately, however, Tai- 
wan authorities have in recent 
years regarded the development 
of trade between the two sides as 


a trump card by which to put — 


pressure on the mainland. For 
example, some high-ranking Tai- 
wan Officials intimated that Tai- 
wan’s policy on trade with the 
mainland remains one of princi- 
pally indirect trade and that di- 
rect trade is possible only under 
such circumstances as when the 
Chinese Communist Party makes 
good-willed response and ceases 
regarding Taiwan as a local gov- 
ernment by following the “one 
country, two systems” method. 
Some Taiwan officials even de- 
manded that the Chinese Com- 
munist Party change its policy 
as quickly as possible, otherwise 
Taiwan will cool down “the 
mainland heat” and reduce trade 
relations between both sides of 
the straits. 

Such an attitude is really in- 
appropriate. Taiwan’s call for 
a “response” from the Chinese 
Communist Party and a change 
in its policy is nothing more than 
a call for abolition of the socialist 
system and the Communist Par- 
ty leadership, and that the main- 
land “withdraw” its “one coun- 
try, two systems” policy, promise 


A Taiwan trade delegation of enterprise board chairmen visits the Beijing Textile 
Machinery: Plant. 
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“not to resort to the use of force,” 
and give Taiwan an “independent 
international living space.” Tai- 
wan authorities are not realistic 
when they require that the 
Chinese Communist Party give 
up the socialist system and allow 
some people to create “two Chi- 
nas,” “one China, one Taiwan,” 
or “the independence of Taiwan,” 
and allow foreign forces of ag- 
gression to wantonly interfere in 
China’s internal affairs or wilful- 
ly support the separatists’ activi- 
ties inside and outside the island. 
What benefits will this bring 
about for the reunification, unity 
and rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation? This author believes that 
not only the Chinese Commun- 
ist Party but also all patriotic 
Chinese at home and abroad will 
reject such demands. 

Trade relations between both 
sides have their own law of devel- 
opment and are independent of 
the will of any person. Taiwan is 
a capitalist industrial and com- 
mercial society, the largest econo- 
mic law of which is the law of 
profit. As long as it is profitable, 
there will be people doing busi- 
ness between both sides of the 
straits. That’s point one. Compe- 
tition is stressed in an industrial 
and commercial society. If Tai- 
wan does not do business on the 
vast market of the mainland, bus- 
inessmen from other countries 
and regions will come to do busi- 
ness. Under such circumstances, 
Taiwan industrial and commer- 
cial enterprises will be landed in 
a disadvantageous position in the 
competition. That’s point two. 
Taiwan and the mainland are are 
an integral whole linked by the 
Taiwan Straits. The people of the 
two places have the same spoken 
and written language, the same 
race, same ancestor and same 
clan. Historically, their trade ties 
already could not be cut off. 
That’s point three. Despite this, 
there are among Taiwan officials 
some people who do not want to 
see “a heating up of trade” be- 
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tween the two sides of the straits 
and even artificially obstruct its 
development. But what is the re- 
sult? Groups of fearless Taiwan 
industrial and commercial people 
continue to come to the main- 
land. Take the Guangzhou Ex- 
port Commodities Fair in the 
spring of 1990 for example. The 
mainland sent out some 2,000 let- 
ters of invitation to Taiwan, but 
more than 4,000 Taiwan bus- 
iness people came. Such warmth 
shown by Taiwan businessmen 
towards the mainland surprised 
even the mainland organizers of 
the fair. 

Some Taiwan officials often 
proceed from their own political 
interests, or adopt a hostile view 
on the mainland in their evalua- 
tion of trade between both sides. 
They show resentment towards 
investment, particularly direct 
investment, in the mainland as if 
making investment in the main- 
land was beneficial only to the 
Chinese Communist Party and 
not to Taiwan. Kao Hsi-Chun, 
a noted Taiwan economist, pub- 
lished an article saying that Tai- 
wan investment in the mainland 
benefits Taiwan in five ways: 
first, it helps eliminate labour- 
intensive industries and upgrade 
industries; second, it helps find a 
way out for surplus funds and 
reduces speculative trades; third, 
it helps expand the sale of prod- 
ucts, and continues to earn for- 
eign exchange; fourth, it helps 
expand enterprising vigour; and 
fifth, it helps solve Taiwan’s dif- 
ficulties such as the shortage of 
labour, land and resources. Wang 
Yung-ching, a celebrated Taiwan 
entrepreneur, said after his inves- 
tigative tour of the mainland that 
making investments in the main- 
land pays off in three aspects: 
first, the mainland’s land price is 
only 0.5 percent of Taiwan’s; se- 
cond, the wage for a mainland 
worker is only 1/10th or even less 
than that for a Taiwan worker; 
third, the tax is lighter on the 
mainland and, with the exception 
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of enterprise income tax, no com- 
prehensive personal income tax is 
levied. It is clear they know far 
more than the Taiwan authori- 
ties about whether making in- 
vestments in the mainland is be- 
neficial to Taiwan. 

If Taiwan authorities consider 
matters from a political point of 
view and try to force the Chinese 
Communist Party to respond to 
the above conditions or force 
concessions by cooling down the 
“mainland craze” and reduce 
trade with and especially invest- 
ment in the mainland, neither the 
Chinese Communist Party nor 
the mainland people will agree 
and even Taiwan compatriots 
and overseas Chinese will resent 
the attempt by the Taiwan 
authorities. Taiwan authorities 
should be aware that the ov- 
erwhelming majority of the 
Chinese people ardently love 
their motherland. Although there 
are different views on the timing, 
conditions and methods for Chi- 
na’s reunification, once people 
see that the Taiwan authorities’ 
practice will lead to the eventual 
separation of Taiwan from the 
motherland, they will resolutely 
oppose the practice. They also ar- 
dently love the mainland and fa- 


XUE CHAO 
Entrepreneurs from both sides of the Taiwan Straits attend a forum organized by 
the Council for the Promotion of China’s Peaceful Reunification to discuss Taiwan 
investment in new factories on the mainland. ; 


vour investment in the mainland. 
Wang Yung-ching said, “Frankly 
speaking, under the same condi- 
tion, I would prefer to go to the 
mainland, because after all I am 
a Chinese.” The “Wang Yung- 
ching effect” created a shock in 
Taiwan. As the Taiwan mass me- 
dia have said, “This is only a 
corner of the iceberg, it is the 
entire iceberg that merits our at- 
tention.” Results of the question- 
naires distributed by Taiwan- 
based Magazine Tien Hsia to the 
leaders of 1,000 large enterprises 
and of the questionnaires distri- 
buted by Independence Evening 
Post to leaders of 500 large enter- 
prises show that 70 percent call 
for direct investment in the 
mainland and that 80 percent be- 
lieve that direct trade with the 
mainland should be allowed. 
This author believes history 
will prove that no matter how 
Taiwan authorities try to block 
trade between the two sides and 
no matter what obstructive mea- 
sures are adopted, the change 
from indirect to direct trade be- 
tween the two sides and the 
movement towards the peaceful 
reunification of China is irrev- 
ersible. The attitude one adopts, 
whether a promoter of progress 
or of regression, will be subject to 
the test of history. r 
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China’s Economic 
Priorities in 90's. 


XIANDAIREN BAO 
(Modernist) 


conomic rectification and 
J ssisstnen, reform and 

development are three vital 
tasks confronting China’s econo- 
my during the 90’s, stated econo- 
mist Liu Guoguang. 

There are now three different 
approaches to these tasks. First, 
transform economic readjustment 
into development and reform. Se- 
cond, continue readjustment and 
suspend reform until the econo- 
my takes a fundamental turn for 
the better. Third, support read- 
justment while considering all 
three priorities and combine this 
with development and reform, al- 
lowing them to proceed harmon- 
iously. Special attention should 
be given to reform proportion as 
the first two conceptions won’t 
work because they oppose read- 
justment, reform and develop- 
ment, the third is the best. During 
the first and second years of the 
Eighth Five-Year Plan period 
(1991-95), readjustment should 
be the priority, while broadening 
reform proportions and gradually 
allow this to become the primary 
focus during the middle and later 
stages of the Eighth Five-Year 
Plan period. 

The distortion and imbalance 
in industrial structure are China’s 
main economic problems. The 
stagnation and underdevelop- 
ment of infrastracture in agricul- 
ture, transportation, telecommun- 
ication, energy and raw materials 
industries have already hindered 
economic development. Parti- 
cular consideration should be giv- 
en to structural adjustment as a 
central focus in the economic de- 
velopment between the Eighth 
and Ninth Five-Year Plan period 
(1996-2000). During the Eighth 
Five-Year Plan period, heavy in- 
dustrial development should be 
given priority. 

The regional structure is an im- 
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portant issue in structural adjust- 
ment and the regional develop- 
ment policy, which combined 
inclination with co-ordinated de- 
velopment, should be imple- 
mented. 

In the future, construction 
funds will be raised through both 
government and society instead 
of the methods which primarily 
depend on the government. 

(Oct, 16, 1990) 


Incomplete Reforms 
Spell Difficulties 


GAIGE 
(Reform) 


he economic difficulties 

| China has experienced dur- 
ing the previous two years 

are not the result of the ongo- 


ing economic eforms, but have 
occurred because the reforms are 


not expanding quickly enough, ; 


economist Jiang Yiwei suggested. 
He summarized his propositions 
in the following four points: 


(1) The reforms were incom- | 


plete. Though reforms in every 
field have had considerable im- 
pact, the desired results have yet 
to be obtained. For example, at 
the Third Plenary Session of the 
llth Party Central Committee 
held in 1978, it was proposed that 
the functions of the government 
and those of enterprises be separ- 
ated. In the ten years of reforms, 
we have made minimal progress 
in this respect, although enter- 
prises today are given a much 
greater say in their management. 

(2) No comprehensive mechan- 
isms were installed to carry out 
the reforms at the macro-level 
such as controlling money supply, 
raising tax revenue, restructuring 
the nation’s banking administra- 
tion and overall long-term plan- 
ning. From a micro-level point of 
view, available mechanisms have 
fallen short of what reforms 
called for in various types of en- 
terprises nationwide. 

(3) The absence of a complete 
package of guiding theory has re- 


sulted in erratic change in the 
reform policies. During the past 
decade, there were two schools of 
thought concerning economic re- 
form in China. The first, put for- 
ward at the Third Plenary Session 
of the 12th Party Central Com- 
mittee in 1984, suggests a planned 
socialist commodity economy. 
The other, raised at the 13th Par- 
ty Congress in 1987, holds that 
China today is in the initial stage 
of socialism. However, these two 
theories failed to be synthesized. 
No theories concerning planning, 
marketing, finance and tax reven- 
ue were derived from the theory 
of a planned commodity econo- 
my. Without the guidance of a 
clearly defined theory, there will 
be no common understanding of 
China’s current economic situa- 
tion. The result has been erratic 
policy changes and contradictions 
among various reform policies. 
(4) Some of the measures have 
served as nothing but misguided 
the economic reform. 
(No. 5, 1990) 


Ecological Residence 
In South China 


ZHONGGUO CHENGSHI DAOBAO 
(China’s City Herald) 


n ecological residential 
A asin suitable to rural 

areas in south China was 
completed and put into use at a 
village in Yongkang County, Zhe- 
jiang Province. 

The three-storey building is 
equipped with a methane- 
generating pit, a filter well and a 
water purifying well in the base- 
ment. There is a pigpen, a water 
pump room and rooms for indus- 
trial and by-product production 
on the ground floor. The second 
floor includes kitchen, bed rooms, 
drawing room and bathroom. 
Rooms on the third floor are used 
to study, entertain and do experi- 
ments. 

Constructed according to the 
required standards to be leak- 
proof, the building’s rooftop has 
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been converted into a_high- 
quality vegetable garden by re- 
moving the layer of heat insula- 
tion and installing a 20 cm thick 
fertile layer of earth. A trough 
was constructed above the build- 
ing wall where oranges and grapes 
are planted, producing an annual 
yield of 250 kg of fruit. 

Five large and small pipes se- 
parately link the water tower with 
the small pool on the building 
rooftop and a water pump on 
the ground floor. The methane- 
generating pit, pigpen, kitchen, 
bathroom and vegetable garden 
are linked with by pipelines and 
the marsh gas will provide fuel 
for cooking and lighting the 
house. The methane liquid can be 


pumped up to the vegetable gar- | 
| Zhang. However after more 


den and used as fertilizer. 

Experts who participated in the 
appraisal of the building listed 
the merits of this ecological resi- 
dential building as follows: 

The development of rooftop 
garden can ease the conflict 
among the people, land and grain. 
The new type of vegetable gar- 
den, with adequate sunshine, will 
ensure a stable yield despite 
drought or excessive rain. The es- 
tablishment of an artificial ecol- 
Ogical system has converted dam- 
age into benefit, ecohomized 
energy and improved the residen- 
tial environment. 

The house supplies an exper- 
imental ground for production 
and is favourable to the readjust- 
ment of the industrial structure. 

(November 8, 1990) 


Zhang Shouxiang: An 
Wax Statue Artist 


Liaowang 
(Outlook Weekly) 


he Beijing Wax Statue Gal- 
I lery, located in the Temple 


construction of the gallery started 
in June 1988. Zhang Shouxiang, 
an expert in restoring statues of 
human figures who works at the 
Beijing Natural Museum was en- 
trusted with the job of making the 
wax statues. 

Zhang had studied sculpture 
at the Central Academy of Fine 
Arts. More than 30 years of work- 
ing experience enabled him to 
make a breakthrough in Chi- 
na’s wax statue art. After eight 
months’ hard work he successful- 


_ ly carved out various statues now 


on display. 
The skin colour of the yellow 
race is different from that of oth- 


' er human races; the shade is very 


subtle and difficult to match. 
This posed a big problem for 


than 300 experiments he finally 
brought out a satisfactory model. 

How to represent the natural 
wrinkles and pores in the human 
skin is a problem which, proper- 
ly solved, raises perceptibly the 
quality of a wax statue and has 
long been a big headache for 
Chinese wax sculptors. But Zhang 
successfully found methods to 
clearly display them as may now 
be seen on the statue of Emperor 


| Yandi, Cangjie and of Emperor 


Kangxi now on show at the Bei- 
jing Wax Statue Gallery. Zhang 
also brought out the blood capil- 
laries showing through the skin 
and advanced pigmented spots. 
Through his efforts, the statues 
have taken on a strikingly natur- 
al look. the hair, eyebrows and 


' beards are utterly life-like. All 


of Earth, is the first one of 
| of about ten square metres in 
' area. The unit is endosed on three 


its kind in China’s mainland. On 
display are wax statues of 53 
Chinese historical figures ranging 
from Emperor Yandi and Empe- 
ror Huangdi to Sun Yat-sen. The 
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these achievements signify that 
Chinese artists have opened up a 
new road for making wax statues 
of the yellow race. 

In contrast to the usual practice 
in many foreign countries at the 
Beijing Wax Statue Gallery each 
of the 53 wax statues has been 
placed into a different show case 


sides and different settings are ar- 
ranged in accordance with specif- 
ic historical times, the political 


and economic status and the pro- 
fession of the historical figure. 
This adds to the overall impres- 
sion of the reality. rT] 


New ‘Health’ Iron 
Pots Developed 


YUEGANG XINXIBAO 
(Guangdong-Hong Kong Information) 


. Ithough iron pots may once 

A have been crude and rough, 

these days many people can 

be seen purchasing new “health” 

iron pots at the Guangzhou Nan- 
fang Department Store. 

Iron pots have a long history of 
use in China, but in the past they 
were often plagued by cracking 
and leaking due to their poor de- 
sign’ and sheer weight. Most of 
these old-fashioned pots -were ev- 
entually replaced by stainless 
steel, aluminum and enamel pots 
in the marketplace. 

In recent years, however, it was 
discovered that continued use of 
aluminum and stainless steel pots 
over time could lead to health 
problems. Iron pots, on the other 

| hand, when used over an extend- 
ed period, can contribute to the 
prevention of such diseases as 
anemia and dementia. By cooking 
food in iron pots, traces of iron 
become soluable and easily ab- 
sorbed by the body. Therefore, 
recently, the World Health Or- 
ganization (WHO) recommended 
; the use of China’s iron pots in all 
countries. 

During the 1980s, China’s trad- 
itional technology of casting iron 
pots developed into die-casting. 
As a result, the product is no 
longer unwieldy, but is lighter in 
weight with thin, even sides. The 
cracking and leaking problems 
have been virtually eliminated. 

The new “health” iron pots are 
attractive and practical. There 
are many different types avail- 
| able on the market, including 
those designed for stir-frying, 
| frying, stewing and boiling. 
(November 6, 1990) 
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Chinese Imperial Customs: The Inside Story 


Archives of China’s Imperial | 
Maritime Customs: Confidential | 
Correspondence between Robert | 
' Hart informed Campell of Chi- 


Hart and James Duncan Campell 
(1874-1907) 

Published by Zhonghua Book 
Company (in Chinese) and For- 
eign Languages Press (in En- 
glish) in Beijing 

Distributed by the China Inter- 
national Book Trading Corp. 


he publication of this large- 
I scale, 4-volume documen- 


touching off the Boxer’s Rebel- 
lion. 
Through their correspondence, 


na’s political situation, foreign 
policy, customs business and oth- 


er affairs, and directed him to) Xjang and the China Customs 


perform various activities in Bri- | Society also contributed materi- 


tain and other European coun- 
tries for the government of the 
Qing Dynasty, such as the pro- 
curing foreign loans and muni- 


tions. Campell, in return, report- ; . 
pe » Fep ‘ternal disasters 


' ed to Hart details of political and 


tary literature Archives of 


China’s Imperial Maritime Cus- 
toms (1874-1907), is of great val- 


historians. The first volume of 
its English edition is just off the 
press, with the second, third and 
fourth volumes expected to be 
completed soon. The Chinese 
edition is being simultaneously 
published. 

Robert Hart (1835-1911) 
and James Duncan Campell 
(1833-1907) were two Britons. 
They held the high-ranking posi- 
tions in China’s Imperial Mari- 
time Customs after the Opium 


Hart, a British aristocrat, became 
the Inspector General, the high- 
est position in the service. He did 
not give up the position until his 
death in 1911. James Duncan 


close friend. In 1874, he was ap- 
pointed Director of the London 
Office of China’s Imperial Mari- 
times Customs Service, a post he 
held for 34 years, becoming a 
respected and noted figure in 


of the four part series contain- 
ing more than 4 million Chinese 
characters, edited by Chen Xta- 
fei and Han Rongfung. Protessor 


' Chen authored the introduction, 
/ Noted Chinese scholar Huan 


- nessed a violent 


- economic information concern: | 
' ing China and comments of the 
' foreign press. 

ue to both Chinese and foreign | 


The book includes all private 


als. 

From [874 to 1907 China wit- 
and dramatic 
from such ex- 
as the Sino- 
French War in 1884-85, the Sino- 


change, suffering 


- Japanese War in 1894 and the 


communications between Hart , 


and Campell during these 34. 


years, comprising 3,528 letters 
/and 4,496 telegraphs. In ad- 
: dition, there are 426 telegraphs | 


: between Hart 


invasion by the Allied Forces of 
Eight Powers in 1900. The Re- 
form Movement of 1898 and the 
Boxer RebeYion of 1900 took 


i place one after the other. Lurope 


and his brother : 


- James Henry Hart which are | 
used as an appendix. Due to the | 
. sensitive nature of these materi- 
/ als, the letters and telegraphs 


were kept under tight wraps by 


' the two men. Hart locked the 
~fetters in his safe and showed 
War in 1840. In 1861, Robert 


them to no one. At times he se- 


was also undergoing a dramatic 
change al this time. All these 
came into the eyes of Hart and 
Campell. Their correspondence, 
in one respect, reflected histori- 


- cal changes of the times. Hereat- 


| lectively reported the informa- | 
| tion he acquired about Britain's | 
_ policy towards China and the 
' political situation in Europe to | 
' the Office of Foreign Affairs, an - 
Campell was his confidant and | 


| With the passing of time, the cor- | 


respondence has become a top - the 
secret archive, which came final- | cltacr 
ly under the umbrella of the | dates, places and names or lo 
Customs Administration of New | explain Chinese customs, proper 


| China. 


customs circles and British socie- 


ty. The two kept close corres- 


pondence during these 34 years . 
except for a brief period between | 
June and August of 1900, when | 


the Yi He Tuan rose against 
the imperialists in north China 
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_ of China, have finally completed — 


organ of the Qing government. 


With nearly ten years’ joint ef- 
fort, the Institute of Modern His- 
tory under the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences (CASS) and 
the Second Historical Archives 


the compilation and translation 


ter, the publication of this work 
will contribute to the study of 
the history of the Chinese mart 
time customs as well as the stu- 


| dy of modern Chinese and world 


history. 
Of particular interest, are the 


- explanatory notes the book prov- 


ides for its readers. Notes er- 
plaining the letters and tele-. 
graphs amount to 400,000 
Chinese characters, which serve 
to correct inaccurate 


' nouns and foreign words that 


» more understandable 


~{ were used to preserve their spe- 


cific meaning. They not only 
supplement the book by enrich- 
ing its content, but make it far 
for the 
reader. 

by Cai Weizhou 
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Customs Import, 
Export Figures 


nounced that the total amount 
of foreign trade in 1990 
reached US$115.43 billion, an 


| kinescopes decreased. Also the 


_ der control. 


import of cigarettes and other 
luxury goods was brought un- 
The import vol- 
ume of TV sets, radio cassette 


| recorders, washing machines, 
China’s General Admin- | 
istration of Customs has an- | 


increase of 3.4 percent over | 


1989. 

According to customs statis- 
tics, China’s exports last year 
reached a record high of 
US$62.07 billion, an increase 
of 18.1 percent over 1989. Im- 
ports totalled US$53.36  bil- 
lion, a drop of 9.8 percent 
from 1989. After deducting 
non-reimbursable assistance, 
donations, equipment import- 
ed by foreign enterprises for 
investment and materials im- 
ported for processing, exports 
were US$13.07 billion more 
than imports. 

Last year, the composition 
of China’s export commodities 
continued to improve. The 
proportion of mechanical and 
electrical products rose, and 
the export of garments contin- 
ued to rise. In addition, the 
export of oil, coal, steel, cop- 


| istry of Foreign Economic Re- | 


household refrigerators, mo- 
torcycles and cameras 


dropped remarkably. Fewer | 


sedans were imported, drop- 
ping by 25.3 percent. 
by Li Ming 


New Law for 
Animals Export 


law for the export of rare wild 
fowl, game and other wild an- 
imals beginning February 1. 
The Ministry of Forestry, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Min- 


‘lations and Trade, General 


Administration of Customs 


/ and State Administration for 


per, medicine, cement and-: 
‘and other wild animals (in- 
| cluding specimens, whole or 


ceramics increased notably. 
At the same time, the com- 


position of imported products ° 
was reasonably adjusted. The | 


import of production materi- 


als, for example, met domes- | 


lic industrial and agricultural 
production demands. The im- 
port of chemical fertilizer, 
iron sand, inedible vegetable 
oil, cthyl-lactam, paper and 
paperboard increased while 
the import of natural rubber, 
timber, paper pulp, synthetic 


fibre yarn, wool, petroleum, 
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| Customs will conduct an ex- | 
' amination and may give clear- 


the Inspection of Import and 
Export Commodities and the 
State Import and Export Ad- 
ministrative Office for Species 
in Danger of Extinction re- 
cently released a notice on the 
new law. 

According to the notice, 
those units applying for the 
export of rare wild fowl, game 


in parts) must possess an im- | 


port and export permit. When 
applying for such a permit 
they must, after examination, 
obtain the approval of the 


provincial forestry. depart- | 


ment. After approval by the 
Ministry of Forestry, the Port 
Quarantine Institution and 


| ance, depending on whether 
fibre for textile use, synthetic 
| and is issued by the State Im- 
steel, copper, aluminium and | 


the export permit is verified 


port and Export Administra- 


tive Office of Species in Dan- 
ger of Extinction. 

Those who illegally export 
rare wild fowl, game and oth- 
er wild animals will not only 
be refused an export permit 
but will also be dealt with ac- 
cording to the state law. 

Some public figures ex- 
pressed concern that the 
smuggling of wild animals 
and other products has in- 
creased because China’s ad- 
ministration in this area has 


| been lax in recent years. The 


issuance of the notice is ex- 


; pected to aid in the protection 
China will implement a new | 


of wild animal resources. wm 


Foreign Loans for 
Urban Construction 


The use of foreign loans by 
Beijing, China’s capital, for 
urban construction and other 
undertakings has been show- 
ing new progress. According 
to statistics, by the end of 
1990, Beijing signed agree- 
ments in foreign loans worth 
US$600 million for 85 pro- 
jects, US$410 million having 
been processed into China. 

Some 84 percent of the 
loans were long-term, low- 
interest and provided by for- 
eign governments or interna- 
tional financial organizations 
from 13 countries, including 
Japan, Italy, Britain, France 
and Germany. 

The loans would help Bei- 
jing strengthen construction 
infrastructure facilities for 
water, electricity, heating, and 
gas supply, transport and en- 
vironmental protection, bring- 
ing about a dramatic improve- 
ment in the city’s outlook and 
in its investment environ- 
ment. 

At the same time, the mun- 
icipal government has re- 
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ceived donations from various 
countries. For instance, the 
Japanese government has 
promised to donate US$48 
million to the Beijing TV Sta- 
tion and the city’s fire control 
centre while the Germian gov- 
ernment has approved a dona- 
tion of US$23 million for 
the building of two rubbish 
dumps, a rubbish-to-fertilizer 
plant and a temporary rubbish 
transfer site. 

Additional agreements to be 
approved and signed by the 
Chinese and foreign govern- 
ments within the next one or 
two years will provide Bei- 
jing with an additional loah 
of US$350 million. 


by Yao Jianguo ' 


Shanghai Sees 
Export Growth 


In 1990, Shanghai’s exports 
reached US$5.32 billion, a 5.7 
percent increase over 1989. 

An official of the Shanghai 
Foreign Economic Relations 
and Trade Commission said 
that in 1990 Shanghai provid- 
ed a firm foundation for the 
increase of year-round exports 
by organizing a large-scale 
foreign trade fair, and holding 
comprehensive talks on ex- 
ports in Hong Kong, Canada, 
Japan and other countries. 

An analysis- indicates three 
new characteristics of the ex- 
ports: 

e@ An improvement in the 
export commodity composi- 
tion. The proportion of fin- 
ished industrial products rose 
from 85.4 percent in 1989 to 
86.4 percent last year while 
that of agricultural and side- 
line products dropped from 
12.4 percent to 11.2 percent. 

@ The costs dropped and the 
economic returns increased 


for most foreign trade enter- 
prises. 

@ More adaptable to the 
international market. Shan- 
ghai’s foreign trade enterpris- 
es expanded exports to the 
United States, Europe and 
Hong Kong etc., last year. Ex- 
ports to the United States 
and Hong Kong alone rose by 
US$235 million. 

The total exports of foreign- 
funded enterprises in Shang- 
hai in 1990 was 59.7 percent 
higher than in 1989. 

by Li Ming 


Sanmenxia City 
Woos Foreign Aid 


The development of 26 co- 
operative projects to be built 


_in co-operation with foreign 


businesses have been ap- 


| proved, and the details will 


be publicly announced in the 


- near future, said an official of 


the city of Sanmenxia, Henan 
Province. 

The projects involve me- 
tallurgy, building materials 
chemical, machine-building, 
light, textile and food indus- 
tries. They call for import of 
technology and equipment 
through such forms as indi- 
vidual proprietorship, Sino- 
foreign joint ventures, and co- 
operative management. The 
total value of foreign capital is 
expected to reach US$233 mil- 
lion. 

The projects are intended to 
bring in new technology, raise 
the technical level and prod- 
uction capacity of existing en- 
terprises, and build some 
technically advanced enter- 
prises hitherto unheard-of in 
the city. : 

In order to co-ordinate the 
implementation of the pro- 
jects, provisional regulations 


encouraging foreign business 
investment have recently been 
formulated by the city hail. 
Foreign businessmen are in- 
vited to set up their own enter- 
prises, Sino-foreign joint ven- 
tures, or co-operatively man- 
aged enterprises to process 
with clients’ safnples and ma- 
terials, assemble parts sup- 
plied by clients or do com- 
pensatory trade. Foreign bus- 
inessmen are particularly en- 
couraged to develop agricul- 
tural and coal projects, power 
facilities and highways, and 
invest in existing high-tech in- 
dustries. The city government 
will provide foreign business- 
men with preferential treat- 
ment in land-use fee collec- 
tion, water and power suppy, 
transport, credit, taxation and 
profit sharing. 
Strategically located at the 
juncture of Henan, Shanxi 
and Shaanxi provinces at the 
middle reaches of China’s se- 
cond longest river, the 
Huanghe (Yellow) River, San- 
menxia boasts rich mineral re- 
sources. More than 57 kinds 
of minerals have been discov- 
ered in the region. Its gold 
reserve and output rank se- 
cond in China and the alu- 


‘minium and coal reserves are 


abundant. Sanmenxia has con- 
venient communication facili- 
ties and a section of the Eu- 
rasian Railway. A Huanghe 
River highway bridge is on 
the drawing board. 

by Li Ming 


New Medicine 
Sells Abroad 


A new type of medicine, 
Naomaikang, which is report- 
ed to have a remarkable, cur- 
ative effect on cerebro- 
vascular diseases, is now on 
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the international market. The 
producer has attracted some 
foreign investment for co- 
Operative production. 

The medicine is made by 
the Heilong Pharmaceutical 
Factory in northeast China. 
Presently, foreign business- 
men from a dozen or so coun- 
tries and regions, including 
the United States, Japan, 
South Korea, Hong Kong and 
Macao, have purchased the 
medicine or indicated their 
wish to act as sales agents 
abroad. 

According to tests, the med- 
icine has a curative effect on 
such cerebro-vascular diseases 
‘as Coronary sclerosis, myocor- 
ditis and cerebral embolism 
and can improve blood circu- 
lation and cerebral function. 
Positive results are achieved 
in 98 percent of all cases. 

The factory currently has 
‘an annual production capacity 
of 500 million tablets and 10 
million doses of the medicine 
for external use. The Aolong 
Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd., a 
joint venture between the fac- 
tory and a Macao firm, spe- 
cializes in its production. It is 
estimated that the new medi- 
cine, much sought after on the 
international market, will be 
exported in a large quantity. 

by Liu Jianjun 


Briefs 


_ @ China exported a total of 
17.7 million tons of coal in 
1990, a 16 percent increase 
over 1989 and.an amount 
which ranked: seventh in the 
world. Total exports were 
worth US$660 million, an in- 
crease of 19.8 percent over 
1989. 

Today, China exports coal 
to over 20 countries and 
regions including Britain, 
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France, Italy, the Netherlands 
and Japan. 

@ In 1990, China’s export 
of textile products reached 
US$13.5 billion, a 3 percent 
increase over 1989. - Textiles 
have been China’s largest for- 
eign exchange maker for five 
successive years, accounting 
for a quarter of the nation’s 
total exports. 

In the last five years, the 
export composition of textile 
products has improved and 
the proportion of finely pro- 
cessed products increased. 
Garments exported last year, 
for example, reached US$6.5 
billion, an increase of ll per- 
cent over 1989 and accounting 
for 48 percent of the total tex- 
tile product exports. 

@ The Huaxia Grape Wine 
Co. Ltd., a Sino-French joint 
venture, recently opened for 


business in Changli County, | 


Hebei Province. 

The company is shared by 
the China National Cereals, 
Oils and Foodstuffs Import 
& Export Corp., the Changli 
County General Winery and 
a French firm. It produces 
a premium grape wine using 
high quality grapes and pure 
Changli water. The company 
has an annual capacity of 
1,000 tons, 90 percent of which 
is for export. 

@ On January 12, the 20th 
MD-82 aircraft co-operatively 
produced by China and the 
United States was delivered 
to the China Eastern Airline. 
Chinese aviation experts con- 
sider it the finest aircraft since 
co-operation began. 

By the end last year, the 
19 MD-82s produced by the 
Sino-US joint venture had a 
total of 34,000 take-offs and 
landings and chalked up 
63,000 hours of flying time 
without incident. The MD-82s 


account for 77.6 percent of 
the total aircraft of the China 
Northern Airline and make 
up 54.3 percent of the China 
Eastern Airline’s. 

@ A-5M attack plane, 
the largest Sino-Italian co- 
operative aviation project, was 
successfully developed and 
took off for a virgin flight. 

Four and a half years of 
co-operation between China 
and Italy has resulted in the 
completion of two prototype 
aeroplanes and the successful 
integrated ground test for na- 
vigation and attack system. 
On this basis, another 17 cate- 
gories of advanced equipment 
have been added which fea- 
ture improved operation, na- 
vigation and firepower. 

@ The Shanghai World 
Trade Centre, a Sino-Japanese 
joint venture, began being 
constructed in 1987 and en- 
tered trial operation on Janu- 
ary 12, 1991. 

Located in the Shanghai 
Hongqiao Economic Develop- 
ment Zone, the centre is well- 
equipped with offices, flats, 
an international meeting hall, 
an exhibition hall, a restaur- 
ant and business conference 
centres. 

With a total area of 90,000 
square metres and 140 metres 
high, the centre was funded 
with a total investment of 
US$98 million, contributed 
equally by the two sides. 

@ With a total area of 90,- 
000 square metres and 1,000 
hospital beds, the Shanghai 
No.6 People’s Hospital was 
completed recently. The hos- 
pital has a total investment 
of 200 million yuan, with 110 
million yuan contributed by 
China and the remainder by 
Japan. a 
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Liu Tingyu and His Inspirational Music 


iu Tingyu first became — 
| known in the 1970s for his 
music composed for Ode fo © 


the Yimeng Mountains, a modern 
ballet drama, which tells of Chi- 
na’s liberation war. A woman 


peasant in the Yimeng Moun- | 


tains saves a severely wounded 
People’s Liberation Army soldier 
with her own milk and nurses 


him back to health, enabling the 


soldier to return to his unit. The 


unsophisticated beautiful music | 


in the drama, especially the 
theme song Ode to the Yimeng 
Mountains, was tremendously 
popular among the Chinese peo- 
ple at that time. 

In the early 1980s, Liu was 
commissioned to compose the 
music for New Year’s Sacrifice, a 


ballet drama adapted from a nov- ° 


el with the same title written by 
Lu Xun, a renowned writer in 
China in the 1930s. Presented by 
the Central Ballet Ensemble, it 
tells about the miserable life of 
a working woman in old China 
who, under the burden of the feu- 
dal yoke, twice lost husbands and 
finally died on the street. Inte- 
grating folk music of national 
characteristics with music of 
traditional Chinese operas, Liu 
successfully revealed the mental 
tribulations of the heroine. The 
drama was awarded first prize at 
the Manila International Ballet 
Festival in 1981. Its presentation 
in many countries such as the 
United States, Britain, the So- 
viet Union, the Philippines, Ger- 
many, Austria, Switzerland, Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands also 
evoked much praise. In 1986,:for 
instance, after the drama<:was 
presented in the United States, 
a celebrity in American cultural 
circles commented, “Tears have 
come to my eyes when I watch 
other dramas, but they came 
from my heart when I watched 
this one.” When China launched 
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Liu Tingyu (right) with Hungarian ballet music officials in June 1988. 


its first communication satellite 
in 1987, the music of New Year’s 
Sacrifice was taken to space. 
Shortly after New Year’s Sac- 
rifice, Light Pursuit Trilogy, a 
modern ballet musical, came to 


| the fore with its revolutionary 


new style. Its striking modern 
rhythm and unusual accompan- 
iment depicted the pursuits of 
contemporary youth. Meanwhile, 
the illusiveness of the universe 
and the sublimity of life implied 
by the music demonstrated the 


_ At this very moment, strains of 


the sad and touching local foik 
song Lan Huahua could be 
heard: “Finally I see my dear 


‘ love. | pour my heart out to him 
‘and stay with him in fife or 


| 


composer’s talent and his love for | 


life. 

Liu’s music for Lan Huahua, a 
ballet love tragedy set in north 
Shaanxi Province half a century 


' traditional 


death.” The static interpretation, 
along with the folk song, greatly 


+ enhanced the appeal of this dra- 


ma. Every time the act is per- 
formed, both cast and audience 
are moved to tears. : 

In recent years, Liu has writ- 
ten arrangements for a number 
of short baliet pieces taken from 
Peking opera reper- 


: toires. When Peking opera music 


is played by an orchestra, unique 


' effect is created. 


ago, proved to be yet another suc- ° 
‘dozen or so wonderful ballet 
: musical works, it is difficult to 
- generalize about his style because 


cess. In the last act of the drama, 
Yang Wuwa and Lan Huahua, 


' estranged ‘lovers, are reunited. 


Being unaware of the treachery 
of a wicked landlord, they eat 
poisonous food and soon realize 


| death is approaching. The act was 


originally: performed with lifting 


being realistic and knowing the 
reserved nature of Chinese peo- 
ple, proposed a different scene: 


! the couple kneeling down staring 
' painfully into each other’s eyes, 
without any sound or movement. , 


Though Liu has composed a 


every piece has its own unique 


| characteristics. However, one can 
get some idea of the varicty of 


music from China’s different 


' areas from his works. 


; dance movements. However, Liu, | 


From Liu’s point of view, ex- 
cellent national ballet music 
must be produced if the fledgling 
Chinese ballet wants to be part of 
the world’s ballet elite. “T try to 
root my works in the soil of me 
tional arts,” Liu said. 
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Born in 1940 in Chongqing, Si- 
chuan Province, Liu has loved 
music since his early childhood. 
During his middle school years, 
he began to write songs and com- 
pose nmisic for local theatres, and 


made his own Erhu (a tradition- 
al Chinese two-string musical in- 
Strument). At the age of 19, he 
entered the Central Conservatory 


' of Music to study under famous 


Chinese composer Wu Zugiang. 


Stone Collector Jiang Zuozheng — 


Provinee, located in. the 


' collector named Jiang Zuozheng 


[ Yichang City of Hubei (Yangtze) River, lives a stone 


world-known three gorges 
of 


Changjiang 


ured the 


Returning home at a 


A Inunk. 
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' who ‘is considered as a “million- 
“aire of rare stones.”.For more 


A writer. 


A nun. 


_ After his: graduation from the 
_ conservatory in 1968, Liu began 


' semble. 


his career of composing ballet 
music for the Central Ballet En- 


by Wang Yongkun 


than 40 years, Jiang has collected 
over 20,000 pieces of rare and 


; Strange stone including aerolite, 


ancient stoneware, fossils, ores 
and even calculus taken out from 


the body of a human being. 


Pictographic stones and Strange 


A snake. 
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a 


stones make up a large percen- 
tage of Jiang’s collection. 

Jiang, now deputy director of 
the Administration for Tobacco 
Trading of Yichang City, was 


born to a family of learning and | 


has extensive academic know- 
ledge. In his childhood he began 
to show a strong interest in 
collecting beautiful and strange 
stones. 

Jiang considers every strange 
stone as the creation of God so 
he always keeps its original shape 
and colour. Jiang likes to give a 
title to each stone and also write 
a poem for each stone. He div- 


ides his pictographic stones into’ 


several categories according to 
their shape and colour, such as 
human figures, animals, flowers 
and birds, and landscapes. 
Jiang’s rare stones win high 


praise from people of all walks of | 


life. Some of his stones have been 
collected by the Museum of Sin- 
gapore. In 1990, some of his 
stones were selected to be dis- 
played at the Art Festival of the 
11th Asian Games and won high 
praise from the viewers. 

Jiang keeps close contact with 
stone collectors in many parts of 
the world and they often ex- 
change their collections. Jiang 
would like to see China set up a 
Rare Stone Museum. 


Jiang is now director of the | 


Rare and Strange Stone Art So- 
ciety of Yichang City. This so- 
ciety has 130 members, most of 
whom are middle-aged and eld- 
erly people, though there are also 
young collectors. In June 1990, 
the preparatory committee of the 
China Ornamental Stone Asso- 
ciation was founded in Beijing. 
by Lou Linwei 


Museum of Hemudu Culture Remains 


onstruction of a modern 
( museum at the ruins of the 
Hemudu Culture recently 


began. 
The Hemudu Culture remains, 


one of the most important histor- | 
ical sites of the New Stone Age , 


in southern China, is located in 


Yuzhao City, Zhejiang Province. | 
This primitive site was discov- | 


ered in the summer of 1973. Ar- | 


chaeologists from the Archaeo- 
logical Research Institute of 
Zhejiang Province estimated the 
total area of the cultural re- 
mains could reach 40,000 square 
metres. 

In the 1970s, .two excavations 


were made, revealing four differ- _ 


ent cultural layers. About 7,000 
pieces of valuable cultural relics 


were unearthed including evid- | 


ence of rice cultivation, believed 
to be the earliest such find in the 


world dating back about 5,000 that archacologists modify their 


years ago. Remains of wooden- 
structured houses and primitive 
musical instruments were also 
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found. 

Experts say that at that time 
the climate was warm and wet, 
with lakes, swamps, bushes and 
grassland surrounding the inha- 
bitations. The livestock of the 
people included pigs, dogs and 


perhaps buffaloes. The stone- | 


ware included the axe and adze, 
wooden, and bone handles and 
bone ploughs were also among 
the finds. Because this cultural 
layer was under the water level, 
many wooden objects like pad- 
dles, ploughs, bowls were well 


preserved. The technique of pot- | 


tery making was very primitive. 


' Most of the potteries have thick 


sides and crude designs. 
Scientists say that the early 


Hemudu Culture remains date | 


back to over 7,000 years ago, be- 
longing to the early New Stone 
Age. This discovery necessitated 


‘ original belief about the origin 


of Chinese civilization. In the 
1950s, a village site of the New 


' Stone Age was discovered in 

Banpo Village near Xian in 

Shaanxi Province, nortnwestern 
China. The coloured potteries 
| and other articles unearthed 
there were examples of an adv- 
anced ancient civilization and 
hence archacologisis came to the 
' conclusion that of the Huanghe 
| (Yellow) River valley was the 
| origin of Chinese civilization. 
However, the discovery of the 
Hemudu Culture indicated that 
it was yet another site of early 
Chinese civilization. The Hemu- 
du Culture had its own indepen- 
dent developmental stages. The 
Hemudu Culture Site has been 
listed as one of the key cultural 
sites under state protection. 

The Hemudu Culture Remains 
Museum will have three main 
sections—a cultural relics dis- 
play hall, an area displaying res- 
tored structures and artifacts, 
display of a re-creation of the 
original living environment. The 
architectural style of the mu- 
seum will combine national char- 
| acter with local flavour, and 
primitive cultural features with 
modern ones. 

The environment re-creation 
project will include landscape, 
landforms, the ecological sur- 
roundings and the primitive 
| means of production and. liveli- 

hood. When the work is complet- 

ed, visitors will be able to see 

the primitive wooden-structured 

houses, visit the pottery-making 
| yard where they can make pot- 
tery using ancient techniques, 
and have picnics using the repli- 
' cas of the ancient cooking vessels 
and taste the “primitive rice.” 

The government has invest- 
ed 3 million yuan (about 
US$600,000) on the first-phase 
| project—the cultural relics dis- 

play hall. The total area to be 

occupied by the building will 
| cover 5,000 square metres. The 
restoration of the excavation site 
_has already begun and will be 
| completed by the end of 1991. @ 
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@ s 
Qu Yuan, a patriotic poet in 
ancient China. 


Engravings 
by Yan Ye 


Yan Ye, born in Tangshan City, 
Hebei Province in 1958, now teaches 
fine art at the Shirengou Children’s 
School of the Tangshan Iron and 
Steel Co. Most of his works are stone 
and plaster engravings which sharply 
highlight black and white, boldness 
and strength in a metal and stone 
Style. 


Albert Einstein. 


The Blacksmith at Work. Lu Xun (a famous Chinese writer). 


A Good Trade Friend 


China Exports magazine introduces you to China’s export commodities. 
It offers economic information on trade developments with foreign 
countries and on China’s import-export businessmen. 

China Exports is edited by the Editiorial Board of the China Council for 
the Promotion of International Trade and published by Grossource Ltd., 
Hong Kong. 

Subscribe to China Exports, and you'll discover a good friend in China’s 
trade circles. 

For subscriptions, please contact: 
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